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MissionsFEST  reaches  Holmes  County 


pie  can  socialize  and 
take  a  break  from 
their  day,"  she  said. 
The  numbers  alone  are  impressive,  but  "This  is  just  one 
what  really  set  the  Mississippi  Delta  small  part  of  what 
MissionsFEST  apart  was  the  impact  the  were  trying  to 
event  had  on  the  lives  of  the  people  the  accomplish  in  this 
project  were  designed  to  reach.  area.  We  want  to 

An  estimated  300  volunteers  from  13  states  reach  people  for 
descended  on  the  Delta  region  April  7  -13  as  Christ.  We  can  do 
part  of  MissionsFEST.  The  Delta  was  one  of  that  by  meeting  their 
seven  mission  sites  from  across  the  nation  spiritual  and  physi- 
chosen  by  the  national  Woman's  Missionary  cal  needs,  and  that's 
Union  (WMU)  in  Birmingham  to  serve  as  a  what  MissionsFEST 
volunteer  missions  opportunity  for  adults,  is  all  about. 
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"We  volun- 

teers  here  from  ages  M  %&  1 

contin-  _  ^  v# 

some-  a 

to  '  1  J  ^p£jj 

people  g?  1 ;  M  CTs  . 

tutoring  ' '•» ■  •'/Lm  ^ 

we  Mm  ^ 

have  groups  prayer- 

unidentified  young  man  has  a  heart  painted 
going  "door-to-door,  on  his  face  during  Tchulafest,  the  block  party  event  hosted  as  a  part 


■Ej|V*  *j  ny  provided  many 
J  J  vl of  the  materials 

if  flu  used  to  weatherize 

//  and  repair  homes. 

it  The  volunteers  walking,  and  others 

f  /  focused  their 

‘l  '%  ■  in  Holmes  County  sharing  the  Gospel.  of  MissionsFEST  April  7-1  U  The  event  was  a  partnership  endeavor 

”  "  ’ •  O  to  reach  out  "You  need  to  between  natmffW  Woman's  Missionary  Union  iWMUi  and 

rftfj*-",  *  rg.>*  -  "•  t  1 J  through  various  know,  though,  that  Mississippi  WMU.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

•T  trsjt£f~  <“%■  ministry  and  ser-  there’s  no  way  - 

vice  projects  dur-  national  WMU  could  do  this  project  with-  elated  at  this  ministry  opportunity.  'Til  never 
■  tt~S -  y^ling  the  week,  out  the  partnership  of  Mississippi  WMU.  forget  this  week,"  said  Debbie  McVey  from 

1  u  n  t  e  e  r  s  They've  Deen  terrific,"  Carr  stated.  Montpelier,  Va.  McVey  was  one  of  several 

'h  '%  worked  with  local  According  to  Anderson,  volunteers  workers  who  were  repairing  and  winterizing 

churches  and  went  door-to-door  in  Holmes  County  com-  one  of  17  homes  in  the  area.  "It's  a  reminder 
'“Wrw  agencies  to  con-  munities,  giving  away  "hospitality  kits"  to  me  that  I  have  to  keep  going  and  serv  ing 

duct  prayerwalk-  containing  personal  hygiene  and  other  after  I  get  home." 

ing,  aoor-to-door  'supplies,  and  also  containing  a  copy  of  Jesse  Bowers,  from  Deland,  Fla.,  said, 
outreach,  con-  Scripture  or  a  tract.  An  estimated  32(50  of  "You  come  to  a  week  like  this  with  the  idea 

I  struction,  cleanup,  these  bags  were  distributed,  and  volun-  that  you're  going  to  minister,  but  you  go 

*jJr  I  sports  clinics,  teers  were  always  ready  to  share  a  word  of  away  saying  you've  been  blessed  more 

•T  tutoring  and  read-  testimony,  a  prayer,  or  take  advantage  of  than  those  you  ministered  to." 

jn»  block  parties,  an  opportunity  to  share  the  Gospel.  Thirty-  Liana  Benn,  one  of  three  women  from 
Burnadette  McDonald  (second  from  a  health  prayer,  two  decisions  for  salvation  were  recorded.  Hawaii  participating  in  MissionsFEST, 
pi  Delta  Community  College  in  and  other  min-  Christi  Price  of  Greenwood,  door-to-  said,  "This  is  my  first  visit  to  Mississippi.  I 
asketball  clinic  in  the  gym  of  Marshall  istries.'  Projects  door  outreach  coordinator,  said,  "We  want-  have  no  doubt  that  God  sent  us  here. 

:onjunction  with  MissionsFEST,  a  pro-  lasted  from  three  ed  to  demonstrate  the 

•man's  Missionary  Union  (WMU)  in  to  seven  days.  loveofChristinatan- 

isissippi  WMU.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin)  Most  of  the  volun-  gible  way.  We  were 

teers  stayed  at  amazed  at  how  many 

T„P  Central  Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko,  the  people  asked  us  to 

*  state's  Royal  Ambassadors  campground.  pray  for  them.  Our 

"These  MissionsFEST  volunteers  are  a  workers  didn't  want  to 

)  special  group  of  people.  They  travel  long  quit,"  she  continued. 

aistances  at  their  own  expense  to  minister  'They  were  full  of  love 

food  t°  people  they  have  never  met  and  proba-  for  the  people  they 

.  bly  wifi  never  meet  again.  These  volunteers  were  visiting,  and  haa 

have  varied  backgrounds  and  experiences  such  giving  spirits.  No 

but  all  believe  they  can  make  a  difference  one  was  inhibited  in 

by  coming  together  for  a  common  pur-  the  least  to  go  into 


Lee  Williams,  had 
their  childhood 
home  repaired  by  a 
group  of  volunteers. 

"I  just  can't 
?  believe  how  nice 

everyone  has 

been,"  said 

mmh  Williams.  "When  it 
rained,  water 

would  just  flood 
jlour  house.  We’ve 
:  i  a  lived  here  close  to 
years,  and  it 
■■■means  all  the 
world  to  me  to 
PpjU-B  have  these  folks 

5- *a^e  care  °f us- 

steM-lf  "You  just  don't 
know  what  all  this 
WALKING,  PRAYING  —  A  pair  of  uniden-  has  meant  to  me, 
tified  prayerwalkers  bathe  one  of  Tchula's  and  I'm  sure  gonna 
neighborhoods  in  prayer  as  an  critical  part  of  miss  everyone 
the  MissionsFEST  strategy  during  the  project  in  when  they're 

the  Mississippi  Delta.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin)  gone." 


ipl  lessons 


Practica 


In  search  of  the  real  Eve 


If  only  we  could  prove  we  were 
not  divinely  created  —  that  God 
himself  didn't  breathe  life  into  us 
—  and  that  we  are  nothing  more 
than  a  mere  biological  accident,  we 
can  break  our  link  with  God. 

If  we  can  break  our  link  with 
God,  vve  can  lead  whatever  life  we 

One  of  the  most  difficult  aspects  of  ere-  please,  free  of  moral  restraints  and 
ation  for  our  friends  in  tne  scientific  spiritual  responsibilities.  We  would 
community  to  accept  is  the  manner  have  no  one  to  whom  we  would 
in  which  human  beings  came  to  exist.  Many  have  to  answer  for  our  actions, 
theories  abound,  starting  at  the  beginning  In  a  world  like  that,  abortion 
with  the  idea  that  lightning  struck  a  roiling  would  be  thought  of  as  a  morally- 

■  swamp  of  primordial  goo  some-  neutral  act.  Pedophilia  would  be 
where  on  earth  and  out  popped  our  considered  as  advantageous  to  the 
distant,  single-celled  ancestors.  exploited  child.  Whoremongering 


...the  Lord  God  formed  the  man  from  the 
dust  of  the  ground  and  breathed  into  his  nos¬ 
trils  the  breath  of  life,  and  the  man  became  a  lilt¬ 
ing  being.  (Gen.  2:7  NIV) 

"  Then  the  Lord  Lord  made  a  woman  from  the 
rib  he  had  taken  out  of  the  man,  and  he  brought 
her  to  the  man.  (Gen.  2:22  NIV) 


face  rr,  eve— we  weae 

MADE  FDR  EACH  OTHER** 


Editor's 

Notebook 


From  that  point  until  concrete  evi¬ 
dence  of  humanity  appears  in  the 
archeological  record,  scientists  have 
attempted  to  link  humans  through  an 


evolutionary  chain  with  eveiy thing  would  be 
from  small  mice-like  mammalians  to  If  only 
tree-dwelling  monkeys.  To  make  their  to  a  holy 
■case,  they  often  point  to  the  physical  we  can  t. 
similarities  between  humans  and  that  holy 
other  creatures  while  ignoring  the  exist  —  a 
contradictions.  Nevertheless,  evolu-  the  Bible 
tion  is  almost  univ  ersally  accepted  in  The  I 
the  scientific  community  as  the  catch-  presently 
all  explanation  for  the  unexplainable,  document 
When  there's  a  gap  in  the  latest  theory  primarily 
of  our  origin,  evolution  is  offered  as  a  diaspora 
chewing-gum-in-the-hole  fix  for  the  problem,  entirety  o 
Are  we  actually  just  a  higher  form  of  elements 
mouse?  Did  our  ancestors  of  a  thousand  issue  —  t 
generations  ago  really  walk  on  their  knuck-  runs  throi 
res?  Why  can  t  we  simply  accept  the  truth  are  all  de 
of  the  Bible  that  we  were  and  are  wonder-  right;  thei 
fully  created  in  the  image  of  God?  single,  coi 

Most  Christians  would  say  the  answer  Resear 
to  the  first  two  questions  is  obvious,  but  growing 
the  answer  to- the  third  question  is  harder  strand  of 
to  come  by.  Can  it  be  That,  in  our  never-  each  of 
ending  rebellion  to  free  ourselves  from  a  Using  an. 
relationship  with  God,  accepting  our  al  acadei 
inconsequential  evolution  from  lesser  crea-  thousand 
tures  provides  an  easy  way  out?  from  pec 
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^  portionate  share  of  child  physi- 

Guest  Opinion:  calxa,nd,sexualatuse  ^  K  * 

i  Much  may  be  said  about 

_  .  -  T  *7  J  beauty ‘pageants  for  toddlers, 

fVyrlCH  ChllUVCTL  especially  those  that  emphasize 

w  wi  kn-vn  wi  ►  the  sexuality  of  preadolescent 

/jpp  children.  Do  they  establish  a 

W/  C  jML  I  LJ  LGC-Lt  life  of  healthy  competition 

leading  to  rewards  for  well-bal- 
By  David  P.  Gushee  anced  young  women,  or  are 

Jackson,  Term.  they  a  subtle  form  of  "acting- 

out  for  underachieving  par- 
ents,  perhaps  even  a  form  of 

of  adults,  even  to  the  point  of  guaranteed  through  the  pursuit  sexual  abuse?  Who  is  there  to 
death.  Is  it  implausible,  then,  to  of  their  own  adult  happiness.  protect  a  two-  or  three-year-old 
conclude  that  our  general  behav-  In  such  families,  at  any  given  girl  who  couldn't  possibly 
ior  toward  children  may  be  less  moment,  some  strange  adult,  know  the  difference? 
idealistic  than  what  we  tend  to  perhaps  toting  some  set  of  The  Bible  demands  that  the 
believe,  and  that  it  may  even  add  strange  Aildren  from  a  previous  powerful  stand  up  for  the  pow- 

’  i  moving  into  an  erless,  that  those  who  have  a 
impressionable  child's  life  while  voice  speak  up  for  those  who  do 
another  adult,  perhaps  a  loving  not.  Cnildren  have  less  power 
1,  is  moving  out.  Life  with-  than  women,  less  than  men,  less 
in  these  emotionally  chaotic  than  anyone.  Adults  used  to  sac- 
households  clearly  lacks  the  rifice  for  children.  Now  children 
security  and  stability  for  which  are  often  sacrificed  for  adults, 
children  have  a  proven  need.  Considered  in  its  many  forms, 
Wade  Supreme  Court  decision  tered  our  understood  ways  of  Then  we  have  the  "boyfriend  not  all  listed  here,  this  child  sac- 
and  similar  cases  throughout  the  best  caring  for  and  raising  chil-  problem,"  in  which  divorced  rifice  is  the  gravest  moral  out- 
westem  world,  established  the  dren.  Adults  pursuing  their  adults  introduce  unrelated  men  rage  of  our  time, 
priority  of  adult  interests  over  a  own  romantic  and  sexual  needs  and  women  into  their  own 

child's  very  survival  in  a  most  often  selfishly  subordinate  the  homes  as  cohabitating  lovers.  Gushee  is  the  Graves  Associate 
obvious  and  horrifying  manner,  interests  of  the  various  children  Living  in  proximity  with  chil-  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  and 
In  this  fashion,  our  society  they  produce  along  the  way.  di*en  tney  ao  not  love  but  some-  senior  fellow  with  the  Cart  F.H. 
communicates  in  the  most  fun-  Perhaps  most  insidiously,  times  come  to  desire  sexually,  -  Henry  Center  for  Christian 
damental  way  imaginable  that  many  tell  themselves  the  social-  these  live-in  strangers  (primari-  Leadership  at  Union  University, 
the  interests  of  children  must  ly-promoted  lie  that  their  chil-  ly  but  not  exclusively  men)  are  Jackson,  Tenn.  He  is  a  regular 
always  give  way  to  the  interests  aren's  happiness  can  best  be  responsible  for  a  vastly  dispro-  columnist  for  Baptist  Press. 
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Although  recent  headlines 
about  child  pornography  make 
certain  aspects  of  this  argument 
obvious,  the  general  claim  may 
strike  some  readers  as  implau¬ 
sible.  After  all,  our  society  still 
cares  quite  a  bit  about  children. 

We  offer  numerous  programs 
for  children.  We  remain  senti¬ 
mental  about  children,  but  my  __  w 

claim  is  that  when  push  comes  to  the  phenomenon  of  violent  relationship,  is 
to  shove  —  when  tne  interests  and  sexual  assaults  on  children?  i 
and  demands  of  adults  clash  The  quest  for  adult  romantic  i 
with  those  of  children  —  with  happiness" is  another  altar  upon  parent, 
alarming  frequency  we  choose  which  today's  children  are  sac-  ~  ' 

the  interests  of  adults.  rificed.  The  mass  practice  of 

Abortion  on  demand,  as  divorce,  out-of-wedlock  birth, 
established  by  the  1973  Roe  v.  and  cohabitation  have  all  shat- 
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Guest  Opinion:  1 

E 

When  children 
are  sacrificed 

By  David  P.  Gushee 

Jackson,  Tenn. 

Seminary  student  'rassled'  with  God's  call 


ianing  in  another  toon,  comic  book  heroes  to  all 
the  professional  of  a  sudden  a  more  edgier  and 
ng  circuit.  racier  product,"  McCray  said. 

Zray  achieved  McCray  spent  eight  years 
uccess  in  this  face-  with  Gold's  Gym.  God  gave 
fast-  him  everything  he 

enter-  always 

:nt  indus-  bring  meaning  an^  sig¬ 

nificance,  then  took  it 
away.  New  manage¬ 
ment  forced  McCray 
out  of  Gold's.  * 

"I  was  left  with  no 
job,"  McCray  recalled. 
"I  was  just  totally,  utter¬ 
ly  lost.  I  had  no  clue 


with  several  fed¬ 
erations,  includ¬ 
ing  the  World 
Wrestling 
Federation  ana 


BAPTISTS 


Championship 
Wrestling,  and  McCrJ 
Extreme 
Championship 
Wrestling. 

McCray  is  full  of 
wrestling  stories.  One  is 
his  worst  injury  night 
while  fighting  a  fellow 
wrestling  friend. 

"By  the  time  it  was  all  renewed  a  refati 
said  and  done,  I  had  was  long  overdue 
selln  stitches  in  my  lip, 
had  lost  a  tooth,  had  a 
concussion,  tom  [carti- 
lage]  in  my  knee,  and 
my  finger  will  never  be 
straight  again,"  McCray 
said. 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


ning  bolt.  He  had  seven 
separated  shoulders  and 
two  major  knee  surg¬ 
eries.  He  also  has  a 
missing  tooth  and  a  fin¬ 
ger  that  will  never  be 
straight  again. 

"Ivve  had  more  con¬ 
cussions  that  you  can 
count  in  my  career," 

said  McCray,  a  bachelor  known  as  "Steve  Storm 
of  science  student  at  the  photo  while  spend ir 
Louisville,  Ky.,  college  professional  wrestler 
affiliated  with  Southern  to  ministry.  (BP  special  photo) 

Seminary,  "but  each 
was 

brought  me 
wanted  me." 

McCray's  life,  though,  did 
not  start  out  so  violently.  Born 
outside  of  Philadelphia,  he 
attended  church  regularly  and 
was  baptized  at  age  10.  Soon, 

a  different  path  —  one  pat¬ 
terned  after  a  rebellious  broth¬ 
er  rather  than  the  Word  of  said 
God.  When  McCray  graduat-  certoldus, 
ed  from  high  school,  he  was  body  bags, 
still  straying.  to  brag  atx 

He  began  a  search  for  mean¬ 
ing.  What  he  found  was  Uncle 
Sam.  "I  went  into  the  Army  tired  of  pushing 

because  I  was  trying  to  find  t - ’  „ 

what  I  was  looking  for,"  Army,  so  he  decided  to  wrestle 


4  straight  again/'  McCray  ^ 

said. 

WRESTLING  STAR  —  Keith  McCray,  formerly  Yet,  despite  his  fame 

poses  for  a  publicity  and  fortune,  God  had 
more  than  a  decade  as  a  yet  to  enter  McCray's 
fore  giving  in  to  God's  call  ring.  He  was  empty,  but  God  reve 

one  day  God  woke  him  ing  as  well: 

-  up:  A  severely  blown  "After  1 

knee  did  the  trick.  tionship  an 

"As  soon  as  I  heard  the  knee  where  1  wa 
pop,  the  first  thing  that  ing  me  alon 
popped  into  my  head  was,  'Oh  He  came 
God,"'  McCray  said.  "For  so  to  obtain  ; 
many  years,  I  hadn't  thought  ministry,  b 
about  him  and  all  of  a  sudden  can  use  h 
I  needed  him."  youth.  In  fi 

It  was  a  typical  little  prayer,  like  to  use 
McCray  said.  He  would  give  his  form  for  thi 
life  to  God  if  God  would  help  "Satan  h 
him  through  surgery.  God  kept  he  could  t< 
his  end  of  the  bargain.  McCray  and  it's  abo 
'  ...It's  not  something  did  only  for  a  little  while.  of  the  thing 

iut,  but  it's  something  Then  God  woke  him  up  them,"  he  s 

that  we  were  taught."  again.  "I  blew  out  the  other  There's 

After  six  years,  McCray  got  knee,"  McCray  said.  McCray  ta^ 

jning  his  luck  and  McCray  still  hadn't  gotten  "Baptists  1 
searching  for  significance  in  the  the  message  totally.  McCray  left  reputation 
Army,  so  he  decided  to  wrestle  wrestling,  partly  to  run  some  Baptists, 

' _ , ,  Gold's  Gyms,  partly  because  of  'If  you 

I  his  injuries,  and  partly  because  exercise,  y 

/$  of  his  dissatisfaction  with  the  years  to  yc 

8  wrestling  business.  15-20  year 

First  Church  of  Columbiana,  I  "It  had  gone  from  the  car-  pie's  lives,' 
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i  one - - - 

worthwhile  because  it  McCray  said.  "I  got  there,  and 
to  where  God  there  was  still  that  void." 

He  advanced  quickly  and 
joined  an  elite  counter-terror¬ 
ism  unit.  "It  was  a  complete 
adrenaline  rush,  but  there  was 
still  a  gaping  hole,"  he  said. 

_ _  It  is  a  career  about  which  he 

however,  he  began  following  cannot  talk  much.  "When  we 
‘  were  called  in,  we  were  not 

called  in  for  negotiations,"  he 
As  my  commanding  offi¬ 
ce  were  there  to  use 


April  25,  2002 
Vol.  126 
No.  12 


Ala.,  will  pay  $950,000  to  the  family  of  Terry  White,  a  16-year- 
old  boy  who  drowned  May  31,  2000,  while  on  a  missions  trip 
with  the  church,  a  Baldwin  County  jury  has  ruled.  The  jury 
found  that  the  church  should  be  sued  for  punitive  damages  in 
a  wrongful  death  suit  issued  by  White's  parents,  Norman  and 
Quilla  White.  The  parents  sued  the  church  for  $2  million,  but 
were  granted  $950,000.  "I  feel  that  two  tragedies  have 
occurred,"  said  Mike  Miller,  the  church's  pastor.  "The  first  one 
was  a  terrible  accident  May  31, 2000,  that  rendered  a  tragic  loss 
of  life.  The  second  was  on  April  3, 2002,  when  the  jury  rendered 
the  verdict."  He  noted  that  the  jury's  decision  sets  a  dangerous 
precedent  for  churches  in  Alabama,  and  feels  blessed  because 
First  Church  has  insurance  to  cover  the  amount.  The  church 
plans  to  continue  its  mission  to  serve  God.  "We're  going  to  put 
this  behind  us  because  God  has  plans  for  us,"  Miller  said.  'We 
are  in  the  middle  of  a  strategic  planning  process,  and  we  will 
not  let  a  temporary  setback  get  in  our  way.  Satan  is  trying  to 
put  a  roadblock  in  front  of  us,  and  we  re  not  going  to  let  it  keep 
us  from  continuing  to  be  on  mission  together  for  the  gloiy  of 
God."  Miller  also  gave  advice  for  other  churches:  "You  can  t  let 
the  fear  of  an  unforeseen  accident  hinder  you  from  doing  God  s 
work  and  being  on  mission  for  Jesus  Christ. 


Crowder  Church,  Crowder,  reports  that  350  peopli 
Jesus  for  salvation  during  a  week-long  revival  with 
Winn.  Grades  four  through  12  at  the  local  schools 
attend  the  morning  services. 


Thi:  BArrisr  Rfcord 


April  25,  2002 


Ag  Missions  answering  BCV's  food  needs 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor _ 

Napoleon  supposedly  said, 
"An  army  travels  on  its  stom¬ 
ach."  A  well-fed  soldier  is  a  good 
soldier,  the  reasoning  went. 

For  the  kids  at  the  Baptist 
Children's  Village  (BCV),  rood 
is  just  as  important  to  their 
health  and  well-bein£.  Frank 
Prewitt,  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Belzoni,  is  working 
with  many  others  in  the  Delta 
and  around  the  state  to  make 
sure  BCV  doesn't  go  wanting. 


PEAS  FOR  BCV  —  Dick 
Stafford  (left)  of  Immanuel 
Church,  Greenwood,  and 
Hugh  Therrell,  also  of 
Immanuel  Church,  cool  pink¬ 
eye  purple  hull  peas  at  Conway 
headquarters  in  Greenwood. 
The  peas  were  Bagged  and  sent 
to  the  Baptist  Children’s  Village. 
(BR  special  photo) 


Prewitt  is  a  catfish  farmer 
and  an  active  member  of  the 
Agricultural  Mission 

Fellowship,  a^partner  of  the 
Men's  Ministry!  Department  of 
the^  Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Bbara.  For  the  past 
three  years,  tihe  Fellowship  has 


used  volunteers  to  grow, 
process,  and  deliver  food  items 
to  BCV.  In  a  recent  twelve- 
month  period,  the  Children's 
Village  used  4500  lbs.  of  fish 
filets:  11,283  lbs.  of  beef  prod¬ 
ucts;  12,500  lbs.  of  chicken; 
3500  lbs.  of  green  beans;  and 
2000  dozen  eggs  —  and  that's 
just  a  sampling  that  doesn't 
include  other  vegetables,  pork 
products,  rice,  etc. 

Prewitt  has  encouraged  indi¬ 
viduals,  churches,  and  associa¬ 
tions  to  help  supply  these 
needs.  "A  family  could  plant 
an  acre  of  their  own  property  in 
peas  or  com  to  be  donated  to 
BCV.  Ladies  from  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  could  help 
pick  the  peas  and  put  them  up. 
They  could  then  be  delivered  to 
BCV,"  he  pointed  out. 

"I  could  see  this  be  taken  on 
as  a  church  project,  where 
church  members  pick  the  peas, 
shell  them,  blanch  them,  and 
get  them  ready  to  go,"  he  said. 

Not  only  does  BCV  need 
vegetables,  but  meats  are  wel¬ 
come,  too.  "The  idea,  really,  is 
for  the  volunteers  to  do  it  all," 
said  Prewitt.  "Fish  would  be 
good.  A  family  could  slaughter 
a  cow  and  take  it  out  to  the 
Village,  or  they  could  donate  a 
cow  to  the  Village,  have  it 
slaughtered,  and  just  give  the 
money  to  the  Village.  Same 
thing  with  hogs  and  pork." 

Prewitt  wants  to  be  sure 
everyone  understands  that 


PEA-PICKERS  — Volunteers  pick  peas  in  the  pea  patch  of  Charles 
and  Shirley  Keenum  of  Belzoni,  to  be  shelled,  blanched,  and  "put 
up"  for  delivery  to  the  Baptist  Children's  Village.  (BR  special  photo) 


they  are  not  to  just  show  up  at 
BCV  with  a  hamper  of  peas,  or 
unload  a  cow  on  the  noof  at 
the  door.  "This  all  has  to  be 
coordinated,  and  we  can  help 
with  that,"  he  said. 

Jim  Didlake,  director  of  the 
Men's  Ministry  department, 
has  been  delighted  with  the 
response  to  the  project. 

^'We've  haa  neighboring 
states  look  at  what  wev re  doing 
in  Mississippi,  with  an  eye 
towards  starting  similar  min¬ 
istries  in  their  states,"  Didlake 
said.  "We're  trying  to  build  up 
Fellowships  in  those  states,  and 
this  is  a  great  model  and 
encouragement  for  them." 


Prewitt  is  also  encouraged 
by  the  response  to  the  work, 
and  feels  that  with  proper  pub¬ 
licity  even  more  of  BCV's  needs 
could  be  met. 

"Just  by  getting  involved  in 
this  prefect, 'phe  said,  "I'll  bet  we 
could  save  BCV  thousands  of 
dollars  each  year  in  food  costs." 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Prewitt  directly  at  (662) 
247-1560,  in  the  evenings,  or 
the  Men's  Ministry 
Department  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
JacKson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3334  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  334.  E-mail: 
cwright@mbcb.org. 


Reccord:  infidelity  destroying  lives,  ministries 


MBC  ends 

( 

ties  with 

« 

newspaper 

IEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  <BP) 
—  Southern  Baptists  in 
Missouri  will  soon  have  a  new 
official  newsjournal,  apparent- 
ly  marking  an  end  to  its  105- 
year  relationship  with  the  Word 
&  Way.  By  a  solid  majority'  on  a 
voice  vote,  members  of  the 
Missouri  Baptist  Convention 
(MBC)  executive  board  moved 
April  9  to  establish  a  new 
newsjournal  as  its  official  pub¬ 
lication  effective  immediately. 

The  Word  &  Way  board  of  j 
trustees  voted  recently  to 
become  self-perpetuating,  elim¬ 
inating  the  ability  of  MBC  to^ 
appoint  trustees.  After  the  new s£ 
paper  board's  vote,  the  MBQr 
ooard  escrowed  $450,000  that 
would  have  normally  gone  to 
support  the  newspaper. 


ONTARIO,  Calif.  (BP)  —  Just  as  a  hidden 
iceberg  destroyed  the  Titanic  after  the  crew 
t  ignored  multiple  warnings,  lives  and  min¬ 
istries  of  pastors  and  other  church  staff  are 
being  destroyed  at  a  remarkable  rate  by  sex- 
dal  infidelity,  the  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  North  American  Mission  Board 
}  (NAMB)  warned  a  group  of  pastors,  mis- 
ff  sionaries  and  other  denominational  leaders. 

Robert  E.  Reccord  also  is  author  of  the 
book  "Beneath  the  Surface:  Steering  Clear  of 
the  Dangers  That  Could  Leave  You 
Shipwrecked,"  published  by  the  Broadman 
'&  Holman  Publishers  division  of  LifeWav 
Christian  Resources.  He  shared  content  from 
the  book  during  the  April  10-13 
Connection  2002  conference  in  Ontario, 
Calif.,  the  first  of  three  NAMB-spon- 
sored  regional  conferences  this  spring. 

Reccord  cited  survey  statistics  from 
the  book  "Men's  Secret  Wars"  by 
Patrick  Means  that  indicated  64%  of 
pastors  or  church  staff  struggled  with 
sexual  addiction  or  compulsion. 
Twenty-five  percent  admitted  to  hav¬ 
ing  sexual  intercourse  with  someone 
.  besides  their  wife  while  married,  and 
after  they  had  accepted  Christ. 
Another  14%  admitted  some  form  of 
*  'sexual  contact  short  of  intercourse. 

>  Reccord  told  of  a  difficult  conver¬ 
sation  he  had  several  years  ago  with 
Mi  friend  in  the  ministry  who  had  fall¬ 
en  because  of  adultery.  He  asked 
him,  "What  in  the  world  were  you 
doing?  Didn't  you  hear  the  alarm 
bells  going  bff?"  There  was  a  long  P 


There  is  a  repeatable  pattern  that  often 
occurs  with  many  kinds  of  sin,  a  pattern 
that  first  appeared  in  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
Reccord  said.  First,  Eve  questioned  whether 
God  really  said  if  was  wrong.  Then  she  con¬ 
tradicted  God,  rationalizing  that  he  really 
didn't  have  her  best  interests  at  heart  when 
he  told  her  not  to  tat  pfJtlje  fruit. 

"I  find  that  the  only  time  I'm  really  open 
to  saying,  'Did  God  really  say?'  is  when  1 
believe  Cod  isn't  giving  me  his  best.  I  think 
he’s  holding  bade  something  from  me," 
Reccord  said. 

*  He  told  how  Joseph  and  David  from 
Scripture  reacted  differently  when  faced 


with  sexual  temptation,  Joseph  from 
Potiphar's  wife  anti  David  from  Bathsheba. 
While  David  overestimated  his  strength 
and  yielded  to  temptation,  Reccoid  said, 
Joseph  recognized  his  own  weakness  and 
fled  immediately  at  the  first  signs.  Some  of 
the  highest-proflle  leaders  fall  hard  precise¬ 
ly  because  tnev  think,  like  David,  that  they 
are  invulnerable,  Reccord  said. 

"Just  as  much  as  (Satan)  attacks  at  your 
weakest  point,  he  also  attacks  you  at  what 
you  think  is  your  strongest  point,"  Reccord 
said,  later  adding  that  life-altering  sin  can 
happen  remarkably  quickly.  "There  is  not  a 
person  in  this  room  that  is  not  one  step 
from  stupid  at  any  given  moment. 

Reccord  also  noted  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  every  Christian  leader  hav¬ 
ing  someone1"  to  whom  he  is 
accountable,  someone  who  will  ask 
him  the  hard  questions  about  his 
personal  life  and  thoughts.  He 
noted  research  which  found  little  in 
common  among  more  than  200  fall¬ 
en  ministers  except  two  things:  all 
no  longer  had  a  regular  quiet  time 
in  fellowship  with  God,  and  none, 
had  made  themselves  accountable 
to  a  person  or  group. 

"Nobody  takes  accountability 
from  you,"  he  said.  "You've  got  to 
give  accountability.  You've  got  to 
go  to  someone  and  say,  'I  need 
your  help.'" 

Reccord  also  pointed  to  God's 
warning  through  Moses  in 


- -  , —  -  —  -  warning  through  Moses  in 

bells  going  bff?"  There  was  a  long  PLEA  FOR  PURITY  —  Robert  E.  Reccord,  president  of  the  Deuteronomy  of  the  dangers  of 
silence,  Reccord  said,  then  the  man  North  American  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  turning  toward  false  gods, 
answered,  "Oh  Bob/ 1  did  hear  the  Convention  in  Atlanta,  cautioned  pastors,  missionaries,  and  "The  minute  you  start  looking  to 
alarms.  I  heard  the  alarms  plainly,  other  denominational  leaders  attending  the  April  10-13  something  or  someone  to  provide 
but  when  I  heard  the  alarms  I  decia-  Connection  2002  conference  to  avoid  temptations  that  lead  what  only  God  can  provide,  you  are 
ed  to  disconnect  the  wires."  to  sexual  infidelity.  (Photo  by  James  Dotson)  worshiping  other  gods,"  he  said. 
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In  Appreciation  of  Church 
Secretaries 


This  week  is  National 
Secretaries  Week.  I  want  to  take 
this  moment  to  say  a  huge, 
"Thank  You"  to  all  of  our  secre¬ 
taries,  especially  those  who  are 
serving  in  such  important,  cru¬ 
cial  roles  as  church  secretaries. 

Some  of  the  most  wonderful 
Christians  you  will  ever  jneet 
are  those  ladies  who  are  serv¬ 
ing  as  secretaries  in  our 
churches.  Some  churches  and 
organizations  have  changed 
the  name  from  secretary  to 
ministry  assistant  to  special 
assistant  to  support  staff,  etc. 
Whatever  you  may  call  them 
they  are  vital  to  the  success  of 
so  much  of  what  we  try  to  do  in 
church  ancl  ministry. 

Years  ago  George  Allen,  the 
great  football  coach,  was  being 
interviewed.  He  was  asked,  "ft 
you  were  starting  a  new  foot¬ 
ball  team  who  would  be  the 
very  first  person  you  would 
choose  to  help  you  build  a  win- 
ningteam?" 

'The  very  first  person?"  Allen 
asked.  "Yes,"  responded  the 
inquisitive  reporter.  Of  course, 
the  reporter  was  thinking  in 
terms  of  the  football  stars  of  the 
day,  the  best  quarterback  in  the 
league,  the  up  and  coming  run¬ 
ning  back,  or  maybe  some  great 
defensive  player.  To  the  amaze¬ 
ment  of  the  reporter,  none  of 
those  people  were  M^osen. 


‘Directi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


George  Allen  said,  "The  very 
first  person  I  would  choose 
would  be  the  best  receptionist/ 
secretary  1  could  find."  The 
reporter  smiled  and  thought 
how  insignificant.  Geqrge  Alien ' 
did  not  think  it  was  unimportant 
and  pressed  on  with  his  insights. 
"You  see,"  he  said,  "It  is  that  per¬ 
son  who  everybody  that  you 
deal  with  is  going  to  come  in 
contact  with  first  of  all.  Every 
impression  of  the  organization 
from  then  on  will  be  made  by 
her.  Every  player,  every  coach, 
every  vendor  who  deals  with 
the  team  is  going  to  meet  that 
person,  hear  mat  voice,  and  have 
that  image  in  mind  of  what  the 
organization  is  like.  People  will 
like  or  dislike  the  coach,  the 
organization,  or  its  way  of  doing 
business  on  the  basis  of  their 
contact  with  that  person." 

That  is  ai»  incredible  insight 
that  we  often  overlook.  All 
across  our  state  are  hundreds  of 
wonderful  people,  most  of 
them  ladies  who  are  doing  a 
wonderful  job.  (I  am  not  aware 


of  a  male  secretary  in  any  of  our 
churches,  though  there  could 
be  some.)  They  are  doing  a 
Kingdom-size  work  in  helping 
not  only  pastor,  staff,  ana 
church  leaders,  but  everyone 
with  whom  they  come  in  con¬ 
tact  to  be  a  part  of  what  the 
Lord  is  trying  to  do  through  us. 

To  briefly  expand  on  what 
Coach  Allen  said  about  the  sec¬ 
retary  being  the  first  impres¬ 
sion  that  people  will  receive 
about  the  organization,  1  might 
addjhat  probably  it  will  be  the 
most  lasting  impression  that 
people  have.  That  first  impres¬ 
sion,  if  not  good,  is  hard  to 
erase.  In  fact,  it  may  be  impos¬ 
sible  to  eradicate  from  our 
minds.  What  a  great  responsi¬ 
bility  and  what  a  great  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  service  it  is.  That  is  not 
the  most  amazing  thing  that 
comes  to  mind  when  I  think 
about  our  secretaries  across  the 
state.  More  amazing  to  me  is 
what  is  described  in  today's 
terms  as  multi-tasking.  The  list 
of  things  a  secretary  is  called  on 


to  do,  many  times  two  or  three 
at  the  same  time,  is  endless. 

Just  so  that  you  can  get  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  what  secretaries  are  called 
on  to  be  involved  in,  let  me  just 
make  you  a  partial  list.  They  are 
the  typist,  computer  guru,  gram¬ 
marian,  receptionist,  linguist, 
hostess,  investigator  (trying  to 
find  the  pastor  or  staff  member  for 
whom  someone  is  calling),  nurse, 
doctor,  counselor,  EMT,  informa¬ 
tion  center,  negotiator,  driver,  par¬ 
liamentarian,  coach,  politician, 
decorator,  cook,  seamstress,  ser¬ 
vant,  painter,  printer,  mathemati¬ 
cian,  electrician,  lawyer,  lock¬ 
smith,  and  accountant. 

While  doing  any  aqd  all  of 
these  tasks,  they  manage  to 
maintain  the  sweetest  of  spirits 
and  exemplify  the  very  pres¬ 
ence  of  Jesus  to  everyone  they 
come  in  contact  with.  That  is 
just  when  they  are  at  work. 
Before  and  after  work,  many  (if 
not  most)  are  mothers,  daugh¬ 
ters,  wives,  grandmothers, 
church  members,  committee 
members,  PTA  members,  and 
all  that  every  one  of  those  roles 
encompasses. 

So  to  all  of  Our  church  secre¬ 
taries,  associational  secre¬ 
taries,  anck  secretaries  in  our 
Baptist  institutions  and  col¬ 
leges,  thank  you  so  much  for 
the  fantastic  job  you  do,  for 
being  such  a  significant  part  of 
the  great  Kingdom  work,  and 
may  the  Lord  and  his  people 
bless  you  this  week. 


So.  Baptists  seeking  ways  to  evangelize  Jews 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  As  diplomats  worked  to 
end  hostility  between  Israel  and  their  Arab 
neighbors,  15  Southern  Baptists  gathered  m 
Dallas  to  forge  a  strategy  for  offering  eternal 
peace  to  Jews  wherever  they  live.  Trie  April 
15-18  Summit  on  Jewish  Evangelism  drew 
participation  by  church  planters,  evange¬ 
lists,  and  ministry  leaders  who  sham  a  com¬ 
mon  burden  for  God's  chosen  people. 

Throughout  the  meeting,  times  of 
prayer  focused  on  the  conflict  involving 
Israel.  One  participant  asked  God  to  "give 
us  another  time  of  peace  that  we  may  share 
the  Gospel  freely."  Another  prayed  for 
Southern  Baptists  working  in  tne  region  to 
'have  "the  wisdom  to  decide  how  to  keep 
their  own  families  safe."  Underlying  every 
petition  was  the  recognition  "that  Jesus  is 
the  only  hope  for  real  peace." 

Jim  Sibley,  coordinator  of  Jewish  min¬ 
istries  for  the  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  interfaith  evangelism  team, 
convened  the  meeting  at  Criswell  College, 
inviting  Southern  Baptist  representatives 
from  several  overseas  regions  and  three 
Messianic  Jews  engaged  in  planting  con¬ 
gregations  in  Chicago,  New  York  City,  and 
Atlanta.  Together,  they  identified  areas 
where  sizeable  Jewish  populations  exist, 
evaluated  the  effectiveness  of  current  out¬ 
reach  to  Jews,  and  considered  a  joint  vision 
for  Jewish  ministry  within  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC). 

Sibley  defines  the  Jewish  people  as  an 
ethnic  group  made  up  primarily,  though 
not  exclusively,  of  the  physical  descen¬ 
dants  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  ana  Jacob.  "They 

-  are  unique  among  the  peoples  of  the 
world,  in  that  God  has  specially  chosen 
them  for  his  purposes  in  history,"  he 
wrote  in  a  recent  article. 

By  the  end  of  the  week,  summit  partici¬ 
pants  left  with  recommendations  they  will 
share  with  the  entities  to  which  they  relate, 

-  laying  the  groundwork  for  a  network  for  part¬ 


nering  on  a  global  basis.  "We're  arguing  for 
taking  a  more  unified  approach  to  reach  the 
Jewish  people  rather  than  considering  each  on 
a  country  by  country  or  city  by  city  case," 
Sibley  told  a  luncheon  audience  of  guests 
from  churches,  colleges,  and  seminaries. 

"Not  only  is  Israel  at  the  center  of  current 
events,"  Sibley'  said,  "Israel  is  at  the  center 
of  the  Great  Commission.  In  our  evangelis¬ 
tic  and  missionary  efforts,  however,  so  often 
we  operate  as  though  God  had  made  no 
lasting  covenant  with  the  Jewish  people. 
Tragically,  I  think  Jewish  people  are  often 
seen  as  one  of  thousands  of  people  groups 
and  a  rather  insignificant  one  at  tnat. 

Seminar  participants,  though;  reasoned 
that  all  Jews  should  be  regarded  as  a  peo¬ 
ple  group  in  order  to  frame  effective  evan¬ 
gelistic  ministry.  Church  planters  working 
m  major  U.S.  cities  agreed  that  they  share 
much  in  common  with  Southern  Baptist 
representatives  who  relate  to  Jews  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  overseas  region.  Through  stronger 
ties  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Messianic 
Fellowship,  participants  hope  to  improve 
communication  regarding  all  Jewish  out¬ 
reach  by  Southern  Baptists. 

Discussion  also  addressed  how  to  utilize 
volunteers  to  establish  a  long-term  interest 
in  providing  short-term  support  for  a 
region  where  Southern  Baptists  are  minis¬ 
tering  to  Jews.  "People  are  only  as  good  as 
you  train  them  to  be,  and  if  you  have  a  pro¬ 
ject  that  is  well  thought  out,  volunteers  will 
nave  a  clear  direction  of^vhat  they're  to 
do,"  one  experienced  leader  explained. 
"You'll  get  tne  same  people  back  over 
again  who  are  then  trained  in  such  a  way 
that  you  do  not  have  to  train  them  again. 

In  churches  that  are  unable  to  send  vol¬ 
unteers  to  an  area,  members  can  still  pro¬ 
vide  important  prayer  support,  increasing 
their  awareness  of  the  25,000  Jews  living  in 
a  French  city  or  1,300  living  in  Ireland. 
"There  may  not  be  enough  to  establish  a 


resident  missionary"  in  one  of  the-  many 
cities  with  a  smaller  Jewish  population, 
one  worker  said,  "but  a  team  of  people 
could  say  for  the  next  10  to  20  years  we're 
going  to  have  a  heart  to 
pray  for  that  people 
group." 

"No  Jewish  communi¬ 
ty  is  too  small  for  us  to  be 
concerned  about,"  added 
another  representative. 

Workers  were  encour¬ 
aged  to  post  requests  for 
personnel  to  serve  in 
such  regions  even  if  the 
positions  go  unfilled  for 
four  or  five  years.  "It's 
important  to  put  those 
requests  up  there 
becauseyou  never  know 
when  God  is  going  to 
send  someone  to  that 
small  town  in  Ireland." 

Sibley  added,  "In 
many  of  the  'regions, 
countries,  and  cities  where  there  needs  to 
be  work,  the  Jewish  population  may  be  rel¬ 
atively  •  small,  but  the  significance  and 
influence  is  out  of  proportion  to  the  num¬ 
bers,"  he  said,  arguing  for  establishing  a 
ministry  among  Jews  wherever  God  leads. 

In  his  role  with  NAMB,  Sibley  provides 
training  in  evangelizing  Jews  during  semi¬ 
nary  J-term  classes,  as  well  as  in  churches, 
associations  and  state  conventions.  "I'll 
teach  anybody  who  will  ask  me,  from  30 
minutes  to  a  whole  semester.  If  there's  a 
volunteer  group  or  a  pastor's  fellowship  — 
any  venue  — r  V m  ready  to  come  and  pro¬ 
vide  the  training." 

"Sometimes  we  almost  underestimate 
the  potential,  the  importance,  and  the 
power  of  people  coming  to  pray,"  Sibley 
said.  "Once  they  come,  they  pray  and  go 
back  with  a  vision  that  will  not  be  equaled." 


Brunson  is 
candidate  for 
Pastors'  Conf. 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Texas  pastor  Mac  Brunson  will 
be  nominated  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Pastors' 
Conference,  according  to  Ken 
Whitten,  the  current  president 
of  the  organization  and  pastor 
of  Tampa's  Idlewild  Church. 

Brunson,  senior  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Dallas, 
Texas,  where  he  has  served 
since  April  of  1999,  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  Texan  to  be  put  forward  as 
a  candidate  for  this  year's 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  leadership.  Fellow  Texan 
Jack  Graham,  pastor  of 
Prestonwood  Church  in  Plano, 
was  announced  Feb.  4  as  a 
nominee  for  SBC  president 
when  he  was  introduced  at  the 
Pastors'  Conference  of  First 
Church,  lacksonville. 


♦ 


EVANGELIZING  JEWS  — 
Jim  Sibley  (center),  coordinator 
for  Jewish  ministries  at  the 
North  American  Mission 
Board,  visits  with  Steve  Barack 
(right),  pastor  of  a  Messianic 
cpngregation  north  of  Chicago, 
and  Cathy  Blalock  of  South 
Carolina  during  the  April  1 5-1 8 
Summit  on  Jewish  Evangelism 
in  Dallas.  (BP  photo) 
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sample  pack  of  these 
books  available  online  at 
themirror.org 


www.  man  in 


Ruleville  Church,  Ruleville, 


musical 


The  2002  Sandy  Hook  Church,  Sandy  Stark  Realit 

children's  Hook,  will  hold  dedication  ser-  that  deals  with  it 
North  vices  for  its  new  church  building,  to  students  such 
American  on  April  28.  Activities  will  sex,  teen  pregni 
Mission  include  Sunday  School  at  10  a.m.;  will  be  held  Apr 
Study  hosted  worship  at  11  a.m.;  lunch;  dedica-  /  p.m.  in  the  Ne 
bv  Temple  tion  and  tour  of  building  at  1:30  tv  of  ‘Crossga 
Church,  Big  p.m.;  reception  to  follow.  Brandon.  For 

Point,  was  information, 

held  on  Improve  Church,  Columbia,  music  ministry  i 

March  9.  •  will  celebrate  its  100th  825-2562. 
Eightv-four  Anniversary  this  year, 
hospitality  Celebration  services  will  take  Robin  Hada 

bags  were  place  the  second  Sundays  of  May,  International  M 
assembled  for  une,  July,  and  August  with  the  (1MB)  will  be  th« 
M  ississippi  July  celebration  being  in  conjunc-  er  in  the  April  2t 
Delta  tion  with  the  week  of  revival,  ship  service  ol 
Missions  Sunday  School  will  begin  at  9:30  Church  ,  Saudi 
FEST  for  the  a.m.  with  worship  serv  ices  begin-  and  his  family  s 
Mississippi  ning  at  10:45  a.m.  The  Centennial  sionaries  in  Tai 
River  Celebration  will  kick  off  taking  the  resj 
Ministry  and  Saturday,  May  11  at  6  p.m.  with  a  overseeing  mi; 
$87.50  was  hamburger  supper  and  Gospel  Brazil,  Para 
collected  for  sing.  For  more  information  call  Uruguay, 
the  Annie  Doyle  Robbins  at  (601 )  736-3323. 

Armstrong 

Easter  Hickory  Church,  Hickory, 

O  f  f  e  r  i  n  g  .  will  present  We  Will  Worship  -  !  *  n, 

Pictured  are  A  Call  to  Intimacy  with  God  on  ■  B  ■fj 

featured  Sunday,  May  $  at  7  p.m.  i  ^ 
speakers  Admission  is  free  but  a  love  Knlr’ 

Bubbles  and  offering  will  be  taken  for  The 
e  and  Tommy  Baptist  Children's  Villagif.  For 
Mile  Creek  more  information  call  Hickory 
>int.  Church  at  (601 ).  646-5663.  yaK  fl 

Parkway  Church,  Hernando,  Grays  Creek  Church, 

will  host  an  Experiencing  God  Hernando,  will  host  Vacation  wj  lBP|||gggjrlj 

Weekend  May  17-19.  For  addi-  Bible  School  June  24-28  from  9  Jfl  * 

tional  information,  call  David  a.m. -12  p.m.  with  Family  Night 
Christopher  or  Mike  Ramage  on  June  28  at  7  p.m.  Children 
(662)  429-6045.  ages  3  through  6th  grade  are 


will  have  a  Centennial 
Celebration  May  25-26. 
Saturday,  choir  practice,  5  p.m.; 
hamburger  supper,  6-6:45 j>.m.; 
concert  by  Room  Webb,  7-7:45 
p.m.;  and  fellowship  until  9 
p.m.  Sunday,  coffee  and  donuts, 
8-9  a.m.;  choir  practice,  10  a.m.; 
and  worship  service,  10:30  a.m. 
To  make  meal  reservations  or 
for  additional  information,  con¬ 
tact  Ruleville  Church,  P.O.  Bost 
187,  Ruleville,  MS  38771;  (662) 
756-4309;  or  e-mail  at 
brohh@tecinfo.com. 


The  children  of  Arkadelphia 
Church,  Bailey,  had  a  wonderful 
time  celehrating  Easter.  First,  they 
were  treated  to  an  Easter  story  bv 
John  Koch,  pastor,  followed  bv  ah 
egg  hunt  and  ending  with  a  pizza 
party  on  March  23. 


Bubbles  and  Bubba 


Homecomings 

First,  Bruce:  May  5;  Sunday 
School,  9:30  a.m.,  worship 
10:30  a.m.,  dinner  following 
worship  service,  and  after¬ 
noon  concert  featuring 
Southern  Praise;  sermon  by 
Charles  Nester. 


Children  of  Arkadelphia  Church,  Bailey 


Silver  Springs  (Pike):  April 

28;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  1 1  a.m.;  dinner  on 
the  grounds;  Harold  Scott, 
evangelist;  Southern  Praise 
Gospel  Quartet  from 
Brookhaven  will  present  the 
singing  service  at  1:15  p.m. 

Calvary  (Walthall):  April 

28;  47  years  of  service;  David 
Chambers,  Fairview,  Ala.,  for¬ 
mer  pastor  from  1991  to  1995, 
guest  speaker;  dinner  on  the 
grounds  in  fellowship  hall; 
Wesley  Landrum,  pastor. 


SHVEN  SEASON1 

MAN  -M1RW.W 


••ir  /I IAN  Is 

-RttyiniML*, 


In  the  last  two 
years  over  1 1 ,000 
churches  have 
distributed 
2  million*  copies 
of  these  books. 


’Available  in  cases  of  48  for  $50  (shipping  included). 
Orders  will  be  delivered  by  June  1 0th 
in  time  for  Father’s  Day. 


Mail  or  Fax  orders  to: 

Man  in  the  Mirror 

180  Wilshire  Blvd.  Casselberry,  FL  32707 
Fax:407-331-7839 


Serving  Church  Lenders 
Wlso  Are  Reaching  Men 


RAs  and  GAs  of  North  Carrollton  Church,  North  Carrollton 
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The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 

I 

Mother’s  Day  Offering  2002 

Bearing  the  Burdejis  of  Mississippi  Children  and  Families 


There  is,  however,  one  con¬ 
stant  in  this  ministry  —  our 


How  are  we  funded?  • 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village  is  a  not-for-profit 
organization,  and  we  neither  solicit  nor  accept  state 
or  federal  government  funding. 

Our  2000-01  budget  is  $4,880,300  which  means  every 
day  —  365  days  a  year  —  we  are  looking  for  $1 3,370.68. 

Income  for  this  budget  is  received  as  illustrated  on 
the  following  graph. 

Cooperative  Program 
10.4% 


Parental 

Support 

1.5% 


The  Baptist  Children’s 
Village  (BCV)  is  the  only 
Southern  Baptist 
child  care  agency 
in  Mississippi. 

We  have  continu¬ 
ally  cared  for 
Mississippi  chil¬ 
dren  since  1 897. 

Because  the 
needs  of  children 
and  their  families 
have  changed 
drastically  since 
those  early  days, 
we  are  constantly 
evaluating  and 
adjusting  the  focus  of  this 
ministry  to  meet  these  ever- 
changing  needs. 


commitment  to  unify  the  fami¬ 
ly,  if  at  all  possible;  and  to 
undergird  the  family  in  its 


daily  struggle  to  deal  with  a 
society  that  seems  determined 
to  annihilate  it. 

This  healing 
in  families  is 
possible  only 
when  God  is 
allowed  to  work 
in  the  lives  of 
children,  moth¬ 
ers,  and  fathers. 

The  ministry 
of  the  BCV 
focuses  on  the 
total  child,  work¬ 
ing  to  meet  the 
physical,  emo¬ 
tional,  social,  and  spiritual  needs 
of  that  child  and  his/her  family. 

A  team  of  professional, 
Christian  staff  work  diligently 
to  communicate  a  sense  of  infi¬ 
nite  worth  to  the  hurting  indi¬ 
viduals  whom  God  directs  to  us. 

A  full-time  chaplain  and 
psychologist  as  well  as  quali¬ 
fied  counselors  and  child  care 
workers  daily  show  Christ’s 
love  to  children  and  families. 

As  we  look  at  the  pain 
around  us,  each  of  us  realizes 
that,  were  it  not  for  God’s  lim¬ 
itless  grace  and  mercy,  we 
would  all  perish  in  a  sea  of 
darkness.  We  believe,  as  an 
agency,  that  God  has  called  us 
to  offer  his  hope  to  hurting  chil¬ 
dren  and  families  all  over  the 
state  of  Mississippi. 

“ And  they  shall  bear  the 
burden  of  the  people  with  you , 
that  you  may  not  bear  it 
yourself  alone.” 

Numbers  11:17b 

The  BCV  believes  that  the 
Lord  has  given  us  the  com¬ 
mand  to  bear  the  burdens  of 
hurting  children  and  families 
in  Mississippi.  We  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  we  can  bear  these 
burdens  by  meeting  their 
physical,  emotional^  and 
spiritual  needs. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  we 


cannot  meet  these  needs  alone. 
Your  support  is  vital! 

Together  we  can.  help  these 
children  and  families  truly 
understand  the  freedom,  hope, 
and  peace  that  Jesus  Christ 
offered  to  them  when  he  said, 
‘Take  my  yoke  upon  you  and 
leam  from  Me,  for  I  am  gentle 
and  lowly  in  heart  and  you  will 
find  rest  for  your  souls.” 
(Matthew  11:29-30) 


Together  we  must  be  the 
example  of  Jesus  in  the  lives  of 
these  hurting  souls. 

Please  commit  yourself  to 
prayer  and  financial  support  of 
The  Baptist  Children's  Village. 
By  doing  this  you  will  help 
bear  the  burdens  of  hurting 
children  and  families  in 
Mississippi  and  thus  fulfill  the 
command  of  Galatians  6:2a: 
“bear  one  another's  burdens.  ” 


.  jvry 


Of 


AMIUES 


m- 


Hurting  children  and  familiesjhave  a  multitude  of 
needs.  There  are  a  variety  of  ways  for  you  to  help  tpeet 
those  needs: 

♦  Pray  for  children,  families,  staff,  and  board  members. 

♦  Give  financially  to  meet  basic  daily  needs. 

♦  Give  financially  to  a  specific  program  or  ministry. 

♦  Give  non-cash  gift 


♦  Get  involved 
•  Become 


necessary  for  daily  living. 


♦  Volunteer  for  hartds-omwork  project. 

Providing  a  quality  residential  living  environment  is 
important  to  the  development  and  care  of  any  child.  At 
the  BCV  this  is  achieved  through  volunteers  who  work 
directly  with  BCV  properties  staff  to  complete  tasks  on 
cottage  and  campus  needs  lists. 


This  Mother’s  Day,  promote 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village. 

The  following  materials  are  available : 

Bulletin  Inserts 
Offering  Envelopes 

Video  “Hope  for  Mississippi  Families”  (3  minutes) 

Family  Prayer  Guides 

Bulletins 

Clip  and  mail  to:  P.O.  Box  27.  Clinton.  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 

E-mail:  ccade@baptistchildrensvillage.com 


Programs  offered  by  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 


Extended 
Residential  Care 


Christian  Women’s 
Job  Corps 


The  services  of  the 

BCV  are  accessible  to 

children  and  their  par- 

cnts  regardless  of  race, 

color,  religion,  or 
jjjjSM  national  origin.  The 
y^WBCV  will  consider  for 
admission  and/or  ser- 
vice  any  boy  or  girl 
beneath  the  age  of  18 
years  who  is  not  a  high 
lip!*  school  graduate,  who  is  a 
legal  resident  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  and  whose 
L^^®  application  is  completed 
jpg®  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
'  v'M  our  offices. 

:/®  The  BCV  reserves  the 
Iga  right  to  reject  the  applica- 
lf®  tion  for  admission  of  any 
P|®  child  whose  needs  cannot 
Jjjf  be  met  by  this  agency  or 
X9  who  cannot  accept  and 
adjust  to  the  living  standards 
§®  and  environment  of  this 
:®  agency,  all  as  determined  by 
the  Administration. 

The  BCV  can  neither  admit  to 
custody  nor  serve  minors  with¬ 
out  the  written  consent  of  parr 
ents  or  legal  guardians  except 
and  unless  authorized  so  to  do  by 
order  of  a  Mississippi  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction. 

Requests  for  further  informa¬ 
tion,  or  for  consideration  of  a 
child  or  children  for  placement 
may  be  addressed  to: 


A  plan  of  care  for  each  child  is  Dependency  Center  of  Mississippi 
made  upon  admission  to  the  Baptist  Health  Systems, 

agency  and  is  reviewed  regularly.  It  follows  the  inpatient  treat- 

These  plans'  are  revised  at  least  two  ment  program  offered  at  the  hos- 
times  each  year  with  input  from  the  pital,  and  is  intended  to  provide  a 
child,  the  family,  and  The  Baptist  period  of  supervised  care  and 

Children’s  Village  (BCV)  staff  therapy  which  extends  beyond  the 

who  are  involved  with  their  care.  inpatient  care  and  treatment. 

The  primary  goal  is  family  Mississippi  Baptist  Health 
reunification  whenever  , possible.  Systems  has  frill  authority  in  admis- 
Otherwise,  the  objective  is  to  sions  to  the  Chemical  Dependency 
develop  a  plan  for  enlisting  an  Unit.  They  can  be  contacted  at 

alternative  stable  “family.”  For  (60 1 )  968- 1 1 02.  _ 

some  children  who  have  been  in 
multiple  placements  or  who 
have  no  viable 
family 
resources,  the 

BCV  might  be  - 

their  family.  ®  .  ’  * 

Most  chil- 
dren  who  come  ®t.A 
to  the  BCV  ® 
have  lived  in  an  y  .=• 
unstable  envi-®-*"  | 

ronment  to  some®?! 
degree.  Much  (  1  ('* 

effort  and  empha- 
sis  is  given  to  pro-  ®f:  *•** 
vide  an  orderly  ■  •f  , 
daily  routine  so  that 
children  learn  how  1 

to  meet  the  expecta- ®^ 
tions  of  family  life.  ®  ' 

There  are  some  ®^. ,, , 
skills  each  young  per-®^-  ,J 
son  must  learn  in  ®^.  ■ 
order  to  grow  and^B^^^M 
advance  to  the  next®  , 
developmental  stage.  ®k  i" 

This  basic  training  >s®^;  ‘ 
necessary  if  they  are  to  ®*!!;;"‘“; 
mature  and  grow  to  be® 
responsible  adults.  Age-  ®' \ 
appropriate  independent ®|LJ| 
living  skills  are  continu- 
ously  taught  by  staff!*  ®>^ 

Additionally,  allowing  ®||!|jj 
the  young  person  to  partici- 
pate  in  community  activities 
and  to  work  in  the  community  rein¬ 
forces  this  independent  living  train¬ 
ing  and  affords  them  the  opportunity 
to  learn  to  manage  and  budget 
resources. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  allow 
BCV  children  to  grow  up  in  a 
safe,  healthy,  Christian  environ¬ 
ment,  communicating  to  each 
child  a  sense  of  infinite  worth  in 
Christ. 


Christian  Women’s  Job  Corps 
was  founded  in  July  1994  by  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  of- 
the  Southern  Baptist  J 
Convention.  It  is  a  ministry  f 
project  that  provides  a  L 
Christian  context  for  women  in  L 
need  to  become  equipped  fori 
life  and  employment.  It  also  I 
provides  an  opportunity  fori 
missions  through  which  J 
women  help  women.  S 

The  BCV  hosts  a  site  for® 
the  Christian  Women's  JobJB 
Corps  ministry  to  women  on  fil 
the  India  Nunnery  Campus,  ftp 
These  services  are  offered  to 
women  in  the  Residential  fl|| 
Family  Ministry  of  the  BCV  ft|| 
and  to  women  in  the  com-  ftl| 
munity.  ft® 

For  further  information,  ft|lt 
call  (601)  922-5477. 


^Non-Residential 
Counseling  Services 


BkNCEMENT  Toward 

dependent  Living 

Advancement  Toward 
indent  Living  (ATIL)  pro- 
is  offered  to  male  adoles- 
who  are  between  17  and 
:ars  of  age  who  need  sup- 
and  training  in  order  to 
independent  of  family 
turces. 

The  ATIL  program  envi- 
ns  the  use  of  four  stages 
develop  skills  and 
sponsibility: 

•  Develop  self-help  skills. 
•  Develop  social  and 
nterpersonal  skills. 

•  Deal  with  separation 
issues  and  establish  a 
sense  of  belonging. 

-•  Live  in  the  present 
i  for  the  future. 

:  the  BCV  attempts  to 

_  ge-appropriate  indepen- 

FAMILY  MINISTRIES  dent  living  skills  throughout  its 

ministry,  the  ATIL  program  repre- 
The  approach  of  Residential  sents  the  ultimate  goals  of  prepar- 
Family  Ministries  is  to  provide  ing  ydung  people  for  a  fulfilling, 
comprehensive  intervention  that  productive  life  in  society  and  rep- 
encourages  and  supports  each  fam-  resenting  Christ  through  the  vic- 
ily  member  as  the  physical,  emo-  tories  achieved  in  their  lives, 
tional,  and  spiritual  needs  of  the 
family  are  fully  addressed. 

This  ministry  is  located  on  the 
India  Nunnery  Campus  and  cur¬ 
rently  has  a  capacity  for  nine  moth¬ 
ers  and  their  children.  For  further 
information,  call  (601)  922-8140. 

Direct  benefits  to  the  family 
include: 

•  Family  unit  remains  intact. 

•  Safe  haven  in  time  of  crisis. 

•  Basic  needs  provided. 

•  Case  management  for  entire 
family. 

■2,  •  Individual,  group,  and  family 
counseling. 

•  Life  skills  taught  by  staff  role 
models. 

•  Live-in  staff  that  provide 
constant  love  and  support. 

.  •  Money  management  program. 

•  Connection  with  community, 
employment,  church,  and 
educational  resources. 

•  Fun.  recreational  activities. 

-  •  Trtfh sppAation  assistance. 

•  Ongoing  educational  oppor¬ 
tunities. 

•  Christ’s  love  shared  daily  in 
word  and  example. 


There  are  three  locations  of  the 
BCV  Non-Residential  Counseling 
Services  throughout  the  state. 
Each  offers  affordable,  Christian, 
professional  counseling  for  indi¬ 
viduals  or  families. 

For  further  information,  contact 
the  office  nearest  you. 

Jim  Alford.  D.Min. 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
P.O.  Box  2649 
Tupelo,  MS  38803-2649  - 
(662)  566-7722 
bcvl  @  misnet.com 


The  Social  Service  Deportment 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 

Phone:  (601)  922-2242 
Fax:  (601)  922-7667 
bcv  1  @  misneLcom 


Randy  Cotton,  Ph.D. 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton.  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 
bcvl  @  misnet.com 


Chad  Sauls,  LMFT 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
80  Sellers  Street 
Wiggins.  MS  39577 
(601)928-4599 
bcvl@misnet.com 


Honor  Your  Parents 

You  may  not  be  able  to  repay  your  parents  for  all  that  th^y  have  done  for  you,  buf/fyou  can  honor  them 
with  a  gift  to  The  Baptist  Children  s  Village.  This  year,  The  BCV  will  send  an  acknowledgment  to  your 
special  loved  one  as  an  honor/memorial  on  Mother's  Day  or  Father’s  Day. 

Mother’s  Day/Father’s  Day  Honor  Gift 

The  enclosed  gift  of  _ $500  _ $250  _ $100  .  $3ftp~  $25^^.$  1 0  Other 

*  is  ityfplease  circle)  honor  or  memory  of  my  parents). 

Parent  NaMe(s) _  DoNefc  Name - 


Crisis  Services 


Emergency  Care  is  a  30-day 
crisis  care  program  intended  to 
meet  emergency  needs  of  children 
ages  four  to  18. 

This  program  includes  crisis 
intervention  services  offered  by  a 
trained  staff  member.  There  are 
Emergency  Care  facilities  on  the 
India  Nunnery,  Farrow  Manor,  and 
Reedy  Acres  campuses. 

Children  involved  in  this  ser¬ 
vice  attend  public  schools  and 
Baptist  churches  in  the  community. 
They  also  benefit  from  scheduled 
time  with  the  BCV  chaplain. 

Admissions  to  this  program  arq^ 
made  through  BCV  -  Social 
Services  offices  by  calling  (601) 
922-2242  for  Jackson  services  or 
(662)  233-2155  for  services  in 
north  Mississippi. 


State 


State 


Given  on  the  occasion  of:  _ Mother’s  Day  _ Father’s  Day 

Please  mail  to  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village,  P.O.  Box  27,  Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 


C 


Saturday 


Friday 


Thursday 


Sunday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Monday 


'  Month  of  Prayer  for  n 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 

Sunday,  May  12  (Mother’s  Day)  -  Sunday,  June  16  ( Father’s  Day ) 


Christian  Women’s 
Job  Corps  (IN) 

“ And  what  does  the  Lord 
require  of  you  hut  to  act 
justly  and  to  love  mercy 
and  to  walk  humbly  with 
your  God.  ” 

Micah  6:H 


Northeast  MS 
Family  Ministry 
(Thpelo) 

“...The  Lord  will  rejoice 
ovfkApu  with  gladness , 
He  win  quiet  you  with  His 
love.  He  will  rejoice  over 
you  with  singing.  ” 

Zeph.  3:17b 


Reedy  Acres 
Campus 

"...you  are  the  helper  to 
the  fatherless.  ” 

Ps.  10:14b 


Farrow  Manor 
Campus 

“...Fear  not,  for  1  have 
redeemed  you;  I  have 
called  you  by  name,  you 
are  mine.  ” 

Is.  43:1b 


Dickerson  Place 
Campus 

“He  gives  power  to  the 
weak,  and  to  those  who 
have  no  might  He 
increases  strength. " 

Is.  30:29 


Deanash  Campus 

“When  you  pass  through 
the  waters.  1  will  be  with 
you:  And  through  the 
risers,  they  shall  not  over¬ 
flow  you.  When  you  walk 
through  the  fire,  you  shall 
not  be  burned,  nor  shall  the 
flame  scorch  you. " 

Is.  43:2 


India  Nunnery 
Campus 

"Her  children  rise  up 
and  call  her  blessed:  her 
husband  also,  and  he 
praises  her.  * 

Pros  31:28 


Chris  Huff,  Unit 
Director  (IN) 

“And  He  will  turn  the 
heart  of  the  fathers  to  the 
children,  and  the  hearts  of 
the  children  to  their 
fathers.  ” 

Mai.  4:6a 


Peggy  Taylor, 
Campus  Life 
Coordinator  (IN) 

“And  now  abide  faith, 
hcj/teAlove,  these  three; 
but  site  ‘greatest  of  these 
is  love.  ” 

/  Cor.  13:13 


Claire  Nowlin,  Dir. 
of  Social  Services 

''Let  the  little  children 
come  to  me,  and  do  not 
forbid  them, ;  for  such  is 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  ” 
Matt.  19:14 


Chrystelle  Thames, 
Dir.  of  Public 
Relations 

"Those  that  wait  on  the 
Lord  shall  renew  'their 
strength,  they  shall  run 
and  not  be  weary,  they 
shall  walk  and  not  faint.  ” 
Is.  40:31 


Henry  Glaze,  Asst.  Chip  Price, 

Exec.  Din/Programs  Asst.  Dir.  Programs 

“Let  us  come  boldly  to  the  “For  /  know  the  thoughts  1 
throne  that  we  may  find  think  towards  you  says  the 
grace  to  help  in  time  of  Lord,  thoughts  of  peace 
need.  ”  and  not  of  evil,  to  give  you 

Heb.  4:16  a  future  and  a  hope.  ” 

Jer.  29:11 


Ronny  Robinson, 
Exec.  Dir. 

"Lord,  you  have  heard  the 
desire  of  the  humble,  you 
will  prepare  the  heart;  you 
will  cause  your  ear  to  hear 
to  do  justice  to  the  father¬ 
less  and  oppressed.  ” 

Ps.  10:17-18a 


Doris  Ray,  Supply  Ed  Nixon, 

Dept.  Manager  North  MS  Area 

“ And  they  shall  bear  Administrator 
the  burden  of  the  people  (FM  &  RA) 

with  you,  that  you  may  “ Bm  as  many  as  received 
not  bear  it  yourself  Him,  to  them  He  gave  the 
alone.  ”  right  to  become  children 

Num.  11:17b  of  God." 

John  1:12 


Chad  Sauls, 
Case  Manager  (D) 

“1  will  be  a  Father  to  you. 
and  you  shall  be  my  sons 
and  daughters,  says  the 
Lord  God  almighty.  “ 

2  Cor.  6:18 


Mark  Rosamond, 
Dir.  of  Properties/ 
Maintenance 

“/  am  the  vine,  you  are  the 
branches.  He  who  abides 
in  Me,  and  1  in  him,  bears 
much  fruit;  for  without  Me 
you  can  do  nothing. " 

John  15:5 


Randy  Cotton, 
Clinical  Dir. 

“Let  your  light  so  shine 
before  men.  that  they  may 
see  your  good  works  and 
glorify  your  Father  in 
heaven. " 

Matt.  5:16 


Michael  Mote, 
Chaplain 

“ Seek  first  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  His  righteous¬ 
ness.  atul  all  these  things 
shall  be  added  to  you.  ” 

Matt.  6:33 


Terry  Busby, 
Unit  Dir.  (IN) 

“For  the  needy  shall  not 
always  be  forgotten;  the 
expectation  of  the  poor 
shall  not  perish  forever.  ’’ 
Ps.  9:18 


Joyce  Wilson, 
Unit  Dir.  (DP) 

“When  my  father  and 
mother  forsake  me.  then  the 
Lord  will  take  care  of  me.  ” 
Ps.  27:10 


Bailey  Cottage  (IN)  Memorial  Cottage  Mize-Miller  Cottage 

“Be  anxious  for  nothing,  (IN) 

but  in  everything  by  -But  whoever  has  this 
prayer  and  supplication.  world’s  goods,  and  sees 
with  thanksgiving,  let  his  brother  in  need,  and 
vour  requests  be  made  shuts  up  his  hear1  fmm 
known  to  God.  bim,  how  does  the  love  of 

Phil.  4:6-7  God  abide  in  him?” 

1  John  3:17 


Quarles  and 

Garrison  Cottages 

(IN) 

* 

“Let  no  one  look  down  on 
you  because  you  are 
youMg,  but  set  an  example 
to  the  believers  in  work,  in 
conduct,  in  love,  in  spirit, 
in  faith,  and  in  purity.  ” 

I  Tim.  4:12 


Robinson 
Emergency  Care 
Cottage  (IN) 

“He  must  increase,  I  must 
decrease.  ” 

John  3:30 


Residential  Families 
Ministries  (IN) 

"My  God  shall  supply  all 
of  your  needs  according  to 
His  riches  in  glory  by 
Christ  Jesus.  ” 

Phil.  4:19 


“For  He  will  deliver  the 
needy  when  he  cries,  the 
poor  also,  and  him  who 
has  no  helper.  ” 

Ps.  72:12 


Dean  Emergency  Kelly  Cottage  (FM) 
Care  Cottage  (FM)  “For  /  can  do  all  things 
“God  demonstrates  His  through  Christ  who 
love  for  us,  ut^that  while  strengthens  me. 
we  were  stilts.  sinners,  Phil.  4;Ji 

Christ  died  for 

Rom>5:8 


Berry  Cottage  (RA)  Brown  Cottage  (RA)  Crawford  Cottage 

“ Love  suffers  long  and  is  “Therefore  be  imitators  of  (RA) 

kind;  love  does  not  envy;  God,  as  dear  children  and  " Faith  is  the  substance  of 

love  does  not  parade  walk  in  love,  as  Christ  things  hoped  for,  the  evi- 

itstlf.  It  bears  aU  things,  also  has  loved  gs.qpd  deqtx  filings  not  seen.  “ 

bebeves  aU  things,  hopes  given  Hb*sqtf  for  u$  yan  Tl  '  Tv’  Heb  111 


Reedy  Cottage 
(FM) 

“For  whoever  calls  on  the 
name  of  the  Lord  shall  be 

saved.  “  t  +  £\ 

I  vl  *  It  Rom.  10:13 


“Bear  one  anothers  bur¬ 
dens,  and  so  fulfill  the  law 
of  Christ. " 

Gal.  6:2 


Earl  Cottage  (DP) 

“The  righteous  man  walks 
in  his  integrity;  His  children 
are  blessed  after  him.  " 

Prov.  20:17 


IN 

1  lid  in  Nuihkt>  Campus.  Jackson 

1  M 

-  1  arrow  Manor  Campus.  Cnldwalcr 

•  /S\ 

■ 

K  \ 

-  Ueed\  Wits  Campus.  Water  \alle\ 

Dl»- 

-  Dickerson  IMaee  Campus.  llrookha>en 

1)  - 

Deanash  Campus.  \\  i’ojins 

1 k4L 

Just  for  the  Record 


Staff  Changes 


Order  online  andsave 
www.  h  e  I  wvs .  corfVHM 


Bryce  Twenty-one  youth  from 
Dustin  Oakhurst  Church,  Clarksdale, 
i,  T.  j.  recently  participated  in  Bible 
>r,  and  Drill.  Of  the  21  participants,  19 
?  Bryan  proceeded  to  the  state  drill. 
K  and  Participants  included:  (front 
lmfield  row,  from  left)  Daniel 
Bingham;  Chris  Ferguson; 

- Lora  Guthrie;  Paige  Hutton; 

I  Natalie  Havens;  Mark 
I  Williams;  (second  row)  Ann 
Thornton,  leader;  Brandon 
Mjfl  •  Whitmire;  Stephanie  Clark; 
pi  MeriAnn  Hutton;  Laura  Leigh 
|  1  Bingham;  Courtney  Ferguson; 
II  Kellev  Xndrew  s;  kellve  Pharis; 
¥|  (third  row)  Chase  McGarrh; 
j|  Richard  Pollard;  Tully 
HE  Ferguson;  Amy  Wallace, 
helper;  Ashley  Hollingsworth; 
h  Jessica  Griffin;  Andrea  Perry; 
'■  J.R.  Sullivan.  Not  pictured: 
g||  Grady  Jones;  Britney 
H  Shepherd;  and  Grady  C.  Jones, 
H  assistant  leader. 


Youth  of  Oakhurst  Church,  Clarksdale 


Ridglea  Heights  Church, 
Jackson  County,  recently  held 
its  first  GA  recognition  service. 
Girls  receiving  badges  and 
charm  bracelets  were  Raven 
Brown,  Kimberly  Cochran, 
Taylor  Scott,  Fallon  Martin; 
Haley  Clark,  Sara  White,  Holly 
Self,  Lydia  Ulrich,  Emily 
Mowdy,  Ashley  Morse, 
Melody  Ulrich,  Blakeli  Tanner, 
Brittany  Neal,  Tyne  Horton, 
Krystal  Brazell,  Ashleigh 
Davis,  Erica  Edwards,  Ashley 
Dixon,  Heather  Self,  and 
Carley  Adcock. 


Claude 

Townsend  dies 
at  age  73 


Wheeler  Grove  Church, 

Alcorn  Associatiqn,  dedicated 
its  new  15,000-sCJuare  - foot 
multi-purpose  building  on 
March  24.  The  church  had  set  a 
goal  for  777  in  Sunday  School, 
and  recorded  9?8.  A  goal  for 
the  offering  was  $77,7 77.77 
and  $125,392.57  was  received. 

Paid  In  Full  of  New  Albany 
performed  during  the  worship  Children  of  Hillcrest 
service  and  Kara  Blackaru,  Church,  Jackson,  recently 
pastor,  brought  the  message.  enjoyed  themselves  at  their 

Easter  party.  They  played 
Wayside  Church,  games,  dyed  and  hunted  for 

Vicksburg,  set  a  goal  of  $800  eggs,  and  during  refreshment 
for  Annie  Armstrong,  and  time  they  participaj**d  in  a 
received  a  total  of  $1,114.50.  devotion'  time  presented  to 
Larrv  W.  Haggard  is  pastor.  them  on  "Resurrection  Eggs." 


RAs  of  Immanuel  Chutch,  Vicksburg 


Claude  Townsend,  73,  died 
April  4  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Medical  Center. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at 
Cleary  Church,  Florence,  with 
buriaf  in  the  Florence  ceme¬ 
tery.  Churches  he  pastored 
were  Faith,  Richland,  and 
Metro,  Jackson.  Townsend 
established  the  American 
Christian  Counseling  School 
in  lackson.  He  also  served  as 
an  instructor  for  Reunion 
Church,  Dallas,  Tex.,  and 
Immanuel  Seminary,  Atlanta, 
Ga.  Townsend  received  his 
education  at  Hinds 
Community  College, 

Mississippi  College,  and 
Immanuel  Seminary. 

,  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Louise  Gideon  Townsend; 
children,  Debbie  Lott,  Morton; 
Tesa  Duckworth,  Mendenhall; 
Claudia  Steele,  Florence;  Keith 
Townsend.  Mize;  and  Ken 
Townsend,  Florence.  Brothers, 
John  H.  Tbamsend,  Florence; 
and  Lester  Townsend, 
Franklinton,  La.;  and  12 
grandchildren. 


Children  of  Hillcrest,  Jackson 


First  Church,  Ovett,  has  College,  as  V  1 

called  Tony  Stroud  of  Richton  minister  of  I  j 
as  interim  pastor.  youth.  Ht>B'l»  *** S 

previously ^  1 

Johnnie  Place  of  served  asB  ^  Wj 

Brookhaven  has  been  called  to  vouth  minis- 

serve  as  pastor  at  Terrv’s  U  reek  ter  intern  at 

Church.  Magnolia,  effective  Sandv  I  look  SIBI 

Church'H_B: 

t  H|  Sandy  Hook. 

v  I  M  a  r  k  Goff 

•sHh  McArthur  is 
pastor. 

nil  James  Jeffrey,  former  pas- 
U  tor  of  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
'  H  Vardaman,  has  retired  from 

k  active  pastorate  as  of  April  14. 

He  is  available  for  supply  or 
)owns  interim  work.  His  address  is 
5218  Old  Hwy.  #  8,  Big  Creek, 
a  stu-  MS  38914.  His  .telephone 
Carey  number  is  (662)  628-5948. 


Read  these  remarkable  stories 
of  God's  power  at  work  in 
surprising  places  and  during 
an  extraordinary  time. 


Bntu>  IDduer 


Church,  Bay 
Springs,  has 
called 
Stanley 
Downs  as 
pastor. 
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Robert  E. 

p 

Jones  of 
Columbia  dies 

Robert  E.  Jones,  a  retired 
minister  of  Columbia,  died 
April  2.  Burial  was  in  the 
Cedar  Grove  Church  cemetery 
in  Columbia.  Jones  served  in 
the  ministry 
over  a  span 
of  50  years. 

He  began 
his  first  pas¬ 
torate  serv¬ 
ing  part- 
time  .  at 
Hepzibah 
and  Salem 

churches  in  Jones 

Monticello. 

Other  churches  he  served 
were  Mesa,  Tylertown; 
Calvary,  Louisville; 

Providence,  Hattiesburg;  and 
Washington,  Natchez.  After 
his  retirement  in  1985,  he 
served  as  interim  pastor  to 
Carmel  Church,  Monticello, 
and  Cedar  Grove  Church, 
Columbia. 

Jones  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Mississippi  College, 
Southwestern  Seminary, 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  and  Golden  Gate 
Seminary. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Mable  P.  Jones;  sons,  Charles 
R.  Jones  of  Columbia,  and 
Ronald  R.  Jones  of  Gulfport; 
brothers,  Victor  Jones  of 
Prentiss,  Felder  McLaurin  of 
Aiken,  S.  C.,  and  O.  W.  "Bud" 
McLaurin  of  Robinson,  Texas; 
and  four  grandchildren. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  2002 


ERN  TIDW  XG  ZIIW,  L 
GEDICZ  RITW  XC  ERN 
WLP  IA  EDIJYTN;  LCW  RN 
VCIKNER  ERNH  ERLE 
EDJGE  XC  RXH. 

CLRJH  ICN:  GNMNC 
Clue:  X  =  I 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  lohn  One:  Thirty-Six. 


Four  William  Carey 
College  (WCC)  students  won 
national  honors  at  the  regional 
Kennedy  Center  American 
College  Theater  Festival 
(KCACTF)  in  Spartanburg, 
S.C.,  and  Southeastern  Theater 
Conference  (SETC)  in  Mobile, 
Ala.  Zack  Brown,  a  senior  the¬ 
ater  major  from  Tupelo,  won 
the  KCACTF  Region  IV 
Barbizon  Award  in  Lighting 
Design  for  his  work  on  WCC's 
production  of  A  Christmas 
Carol,  for  which  he  will  receive 
a  trip  to  the  Kennedy  Center  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Kelly  James, 
a  senior  theater  major  from 
Meridian,  won  the  Marian  A. 
Smith  Scholarship  for 
Graduate  Study  in  Costume 
Design  at  SETC  for  her  cumu¬ 
lative  designs  for  productions 
at  WCC's  theater  department, 
Carey  Dinner  Theater,  and  the 
Utah  Shakespeare  Festival. 
Kristina  Lucka,  a  senior  the¬ 
ater  major  from  Bratislava, 
Slovakia,  placed  second  in  the 
KCACF  Region  IV  Mehron 
Award  competition  for 
Makeup  Design  for  WCC's 
production  of  A  Different 
Drummer.  Josh  Penot,  a  senior 
theater  major  from  Picayune, 
placed  third  in  the  KCACTF 
Region  IV  Barbizon  Design 
competition  for  his  set  design 
for  WCC's  A  Christmas  Carol. 

The  Bobby  Halford 
Baseball  Camps  will  be  held 
on  the  William  Carey  College 
campus  in  Hattiesburg  June  3-7 
for  ages  7-12  years,  June  10-14 
for  ages  13-17,  and  June  24-28 
for  ages  7-12  years.  The  camps 
will  include  fundamental 
aspects  of  all  phases  of  the 
game  with  individualized 
instruction.  Drills  and  team 
plav  are  designed  for  every 
skill  level.  Participants  will  be 
grouped  according  to  their 
ages  and  abilities.  Tne  June  day 
camps  are  $130  each  ana 
include  noon  meals,  t-shirt, 
and  instruction.  Camp  times 
are  9  a.m.-3:30  p.m.  each  day. 
For  more  information  or  to 
obtain  an  application  call  (601) 
318-6110  or  318-6192,  or  write 
Bobby  Halford,  William  Carey 
College,  498  Tuscan  Avenue, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39401-5461,  or 
e-mail  bhalford@wmcarey.edu. 

Blue  Mountain  College's 
annual  basketball  clinic  for 
junior  and  senior  high  girls 
will  be  directed  by  Jack 
Moser.  The  junior  high  clinic 
is  scheduled  for  June  2-7  and 
the  senior  high  clinic  for  June 
23-28.  The  total  cost  for  the 
week's  instruction  is  $130. 
The  number  will  be  limited  to 
insure  individual  attention. 
Therefore,  a  waiting  list  may 
be  necessary.  A  reservation 
fee  of  $30  is  required. 
Reservations  or  further  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  camp  may 
be  obtained  by  calling  Moser 
at  (662)  685-4771,  ext.  146. 
The  camp  is  sanctioned  by 
the  MHSAA,  MPSA,  and 
TSSAA. 
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The  Steve  Knight 
Basketball  Camps  for  Boys 
and  Girls  will  be  held  June  24- 
26,  July  22-24,  and  July  1-3  on 
the  William  Carey  College 
Hattiesburg  campus  from  9 
a. m. -noon  each  day.  The  Boys' 
and  Girls'  Shooting  Camps  are 
June  24-26  and  July  22-24.  The 
camps'  emphasis  will  be  on  all 
aspects  of  shooting.  The  Boys' 
and  Girls'  Post  Man  Camp  is 
July  1-3.  This  canyp  will  focus 
on  development  of  inside  play¬ 
ers.  The  camp  will  be  held  in 
the  Clinton  Gymnasium. 
Campers  will  be  divided 
according  to  age,  skill  level, 
and  overall  athletic  ability.  The 
cost  is  $65  for  each  of  the  three 
camps  and  includes  a  t-shirt, 
excess  insurance,  and  instruc¬ 
tion.  A  $25  non-refundable  reg¬ 
istration  fee  will  be  applied  to 
the  camp  fee.  The  balance  will 
be  due  first  day  of  camp.  For 
more  information  or  to  obtain 
an  application  call  (601)  318- 
6111  or  318-6415  or  write  Steve 
Knight,  William  Carey  College, 
498  Tuscan  Avenue, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39401. 

The  World  Cup  Residential 
Soccer  Camp  will  be  held  July 
5-8  on  the  William  Carey 
College  (WCC)  Hattiesburg 
campus  from  7:30  a.m.  until 
9:30  p.m.  each  day.  The  camp 
will  focus  on  speed  and  agility 
training  as  well  as  box  soccer. 
The  camp  will  feature  Doug 
Stovall,  WCC's  men's  ana 
women's  coach.  Stovall  also 
has  a  United  States  Soccer 


Federation  (USSF)  "B"  license. 
Steve  Clements  of  Tyler 
Community  College;  Oleg 
Chichkanov,  a  USSF  "C ' 
license  holder;  Rich  Hefferden, 
keeper  coach  and  Louisiana 
ODP;  and  Paul  Martin,  a  USSF 
"B"  license  holder  will  assist 
Stovall  with  the  camp.  The 
camp  is  open  to  boys  and  girls 
of  any  school  age.  They  will  be 
divided  into  separate  age 
groups  for  training.  Cost  of  tne 
camp  is  $225  per  camper  and 
includes  special  instruction,  a 
ball,  T-shirt,  lodging,  meals, 
and  insurance  coverage.  A 
deposit  of  $100  or  payment  in 
full  is 


schedule  and  be  continually 
supervised.  Applications  will 
be  processed  in  the  order  they 


are  received.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  obtain  an  applica¬ 
tion  call  Stovall  at  (22o)  897- 
7144  or  e-mail  dsrstovall 
@aol.com. 

William  Carey  College 
(WCC)  student  Matthew 
Godwin  of  Picayune  is'  the 
recipient  of  the  George  W. 
Truett  Seminary  Scholarship, 
valued  at  $36,000,  to  Baylor 
University,  Waco,  Tex.  He  is  a 
senior  religion  and  history 
major  at  WCC  and  has  main¬ 
tained  a  4.0  grade  point  aver¬ 
age.  Pictured  (back  row,  from 
left)  are  WCC  Cooper  School 
of  Missions  faculty  members 
Bennie  Crockett,  Daniel 
Browning,  Daniel  Caldwell, 
and  (front  row)  Dorman  Laird 
and  Godwin. 


Crockett,  Browning,  Caldwell,  Laird,  and  Godwin 


Revival  Dates 


Beat  Line,  Philadelphia 
(Neshoba):  April  2/-30; 

Saturday,  6  p.m.;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-  Tue., 
7  p.m.;  Saturday,  Tommy 

Anderson,  evangelist,  and 
Marion  Felton,  music;  Sunday 
a.m.,  Stanley  Barnett,  evange¬ 
list;  and  p.m.,  Mike  Smith, 
evangelist;  Monday,  James 
Young,  evangelist;  Tuesday, 
Randall  Creel,  evangelist;  Sue 
Lewis,  music;  Ben  McDaniel, 
pastor. 

Moselle  Area-Wide 

Crusade:  May  5-8;  Sun.-  Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Moselle  football  field 
(Moselle  school  gym  if 
inclement  weather);  Gary 
Bowlin,  Summit,  evangelist; 
Randy  McLeod,  Laurel,  music. 

Sebastopol,  (Scott):  April 
28-30;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Mon.  and  Tues.,  7  p.m.; 
speakers  are:  Sunday,  Randall 
Creel;  Mon.,  Darren  Chester; 
Tues.,  Nick  Holden;  Maria 
McLeod,  music;  David 
Bankson,  pastor. 

East  Louisville,  Louisville: 
May  19-22;  Randy  Hamilton, 
Springdale  Church,  Tippah, 
evangelist;  Doug  Hubbard  Jr., 
Williamsville  Church,  Attala, 
music  evangelist;  Keith  Dendy, 
pastor. 


New  Zion  Church,  Liberty: 

May  26-29;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m., 
Randall  Creel,  Lake,  evangelist; 
Reggie  Bridges,  music:  Ray 
Quinnelly,  pastor. 

Noxapater,  Noxapaten  May 

5-8;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:15 

&m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

indall  Creel,  Lake,  evangelist; 
Marion  Felton,  music;  Kevin 
White,  pastor. 

Short  Creek,  Yazoo  City: 
April  28-May  1;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-WecL,  7  p.m.; 
Sonny  Bradshaw,  evangelist; 
Bill  and  Martha  Martin,  music; 
Alan  Balliet,  pastor. 

Crooked  Creek  (Lawrence): 
May  5-10;  7  p.m.  nightly;  John 
Hiloun,  evangelist;  Steve 
Walker,  music. 

Newhebron  (Lawrence): 
April  28-May  3;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.; 
James  E.  Messer  Sr.,  Theodore, 
Ala.,  evangelist;  William  (Bill) 
Herman,  Newhebron;  David 
Wilkinson,  pastor. 

Mt.  Nelson,  Philadelphia: 

May  2-4;  7  p.m.;  Danny  Purser, 
evangelist;  Jimmy  Ross  Gray, 
music;  Terri  Crawford,  pianist; 
and  Mack  Alford,  pastor. 


♦ 


Shiloh  (Carroll);  May  3-5; 

Fri.  and  Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.;  Gary  Tanner,  guest 
speaker;  Doug  Warren,  pastor, 
music. 

Bellehaven,  Ocean  Springs: 
May  2-5;  7  p.m.  nightly  and  11 
a.m.  Sunday;  Bumice  Havard, 
evangelist;  Gilbert  Emerson, 
music. 


CHURCH  AVERAGING  100  in 

Sunday  School  seeks  full-time  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  and  youth  or  bi-vocation- 
al  minister  of  music.  Please  send 
resume  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
2878  Old  Hwy.  27,  Vicksburg,  MS 
391 80;  or  fax  to  (601 )  636-7574. 
MAIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Goodman,  MS  -  seeking  a  bi-vocational 
or  full-time  pastor.  Please  send  resume' 
to:  fa st or  Search  Committee,  Main 
Street  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  206, 

Goodman,  MS  39079-0206.  _ 

FAITH  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Jackson  is 
seeking  a  part-time  staff  member  for  a 
unique  home  bound  ministry  for  mem¬ 
bers  and  the  neighborhood.  For  more 
information,  contact  Dr.  Greg  Wolfe, 
P.O.  Box  24189,  (ackson,  MS  39236, 

Phone  (601  >368-2983; _ 

BAY  VISTA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  current- 1 
ly  seeking  a  full-time  minister  of  music. 
Please  send  resume's'  to  Bay  Vista  Baptist 
Churrh,  Attn:  ftrsnnnel  Committee,  2485 
fass  Road,  Biloxi,  MS  39531 . 

- April  25, 2002 


SITE  RECOMMENDED 


emoved  one  I  have.  However,  as  I  was  are  working  together  to  con- 
most  of  reading  my  Bible  in  Acts  2:17-  duct  Crossover  evangelistic 

'  held  in  21,  Peter  is  quoting  Joel  about  events  prior  to  the  meeting. 

Let  the  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  vv.  17-18,  it 

states  that  God  in  the  last  days 
will  pour  out  his  Spirit  on 
both  your  sons  and  daughters 
and  on  his  servants,  men  and 
women,  and  they  will  proph¬ 
esy.  When  I  look  up  the  gifts 
of  prophecy  and  tongues,  it 
tells  me  in  verse  three,  "But 
Editor:  everyone  who  prophesies 

I  have  read  many  letters  in  speaks  to  men  for  their 

The  Baptist  Record  for  quite  strengthening,  encburage- 

is  some  time.  These  letters  are  ment,  and  comfort."  C 

Press:  pro  and  con  concerning  14  continues  on  to  v.  24 

Rivercrest  Fellowship  calling 
a  woman  as  pastor,  tne  quali¬ 
fications  for  pastor,  etc. 

Some  feel  that  the 

Scriptures  concerning  these 

things  are  out  of  date  and 

they  do  not  mean  what  they 
say.  I  feel  that  "all  Scripture 

Editor 

Just  about  every  week  a 

pastor  has  written  with  harsh  beings  guided  by"  the  Holy 
comments  about  a  female  pas-  Spirit.  I  feel  that  Scripture 
tor.  Several  weeks  ago  I  heard  "truth  without  any  mixture  of 
a  female  preacher.  She  was  a  error  for  its  matter." 
better  preacher  than  80%  of  Some  of  the  letter  writers 
the  male  preachers  I  have  said  we  should  go  J?y  what 
heard.  It  seemed  to  me  that  Gal.  3:28  says.  Y  read  this 
the  Holy  Spirit  had  given  her  Scripture  and  get  the  following 
the  gift  of  propYiesy  or  meaning:  unity  of  all  believers 

r reaching.  On  the  other  hand  in  Christ.  Males  and  females 
have  suffered  through  are  equal  inheritors  of  Christ's 
numerous  sermons  by  men  salvation.  Race,  class,  and  gen- 
who  either  didn't  have  the  der  dte  neither  advantages  nor 
gift  of  prophesy  or  did  not  disadvantages  in  j  ** 
adequately  prepare  to  proper-  righteousness  before  God. 
ly  exhibit  it.  Did  God  mate  a  The  unity  here  affirmed 
mistake  in  clearly  giving  relates  to  spiritual  life  and 
some  women  the  gift  of  standing  before  God.  Paul, 
preaching  which  she  is  not  inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
supposed  to  use?  Truthfully,  I  wrote  Gal.  3:28  and  also  Eph. 

think  that  these  preachers  5:21-33  and  1  Tim.  2:11-15.  VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

who  would  beat  women  over  James  K.  Burke  -- 

the  head  with  some  selected  Tylertown  Editor: 

Scriptures  are  afraid  of  the  Come  to  St.  Louis 

competitiorf.  share  the  Gospel  du 

Tne  passages  these  preach-  Crossover  St.  Louis  2002 

ers  misuse  also  have  the  STEP  FORWARD  prior  to  the  Southern  Ba 

requirement  for  preachers  to  Convenfipn  (SBC)  an 

keep  their  children  submis-  Editor:  meeting, 

sive  and  respectful.  If  all  the  I  don't  know  if  I  want  a  Seven  associations  in 
churches  with  pastors  who  woman  as  my  pastor.  I  like  the  St.  Louis  metropolitan 


Editor. 

Since  it  is  impossible  to  print 
most  of  the  news  stories  concern¬ 
ing  actions  of  the  International 
Mission  Board,  North  American 
Mission  Board,  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  and  other 
Baptist  organizations,  perhaps 
you  will  print  this  letter  directing 
readers  to  a  web  site  that  has 
links  to  Baptist  Press  and  others. 
That  web  site  is  baptistnet.com/ 
newssources.  Another  web  site  ' 
Associated  Baptist 
www.abrmews.com 


We  have  a  great  need  for  500- 
600  volunteers  to  help  us  in 
Kindness  Explosion,  block 
parties,  door-to-door  surveys, 
and  street  evangelism. 

We  invite  anyone  who  is 
coming  to  the  SBC  to  come 
early  and  help  our  churches 
reach  their  area  'for  Jesus. 
Training  will  be  done  on  the 
evening  of  June  7  and  all  evan¬ 
gelistic  events  will  take  place 
Chapter  on  June  8. 

24:  /}But  We  can  use  individuals  and 
if  an  unbeliever  or  someone  groups  of  people  from  church- 
who  does  not  understand  es  to  help  us. 
comes  in  while  everybody  is  All  volunteers  will  be  sent  a 
prophesying,  he  will  be  con-  letter  of  assignment  after  we 
vinced  by  all  that  he  is  a  sin-  receive  their  registration.  Please 
ner  and  will  be  judged  by  all,  register  by  caYling  (314)  569- 
and  the  secrets  of  his  heart  1190,  or  by  e-mail 
is  will  be  laid  bare.  So  he  will  dechols@stlbaptists.org 
;iven  by  inspiration  of  God."  fall  down  and  worship  God,  Benny  King,  Dir.  ork 

’his  was  through  human  exclaiming,  'God  is  really  St.  Louis  Association 

'  r  among  you!'"  In  v.  34  it  states  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

is  that  women  should  remain 

silent  but  in  1  Cor.  11:5,  it 
states  that  a  woman  who 

prays  or  prophesies  should  TO  SIGN,  OR  NOT 
nave  her  head  covered. 

I  have  many  pastor  friends  Editor: 
who  say  in  order  to  be  pastor  I  would  like  to  resf 
you  must  have  the  gift  of  the  your  editorial  of  Febri 
spirit  of  prophesy.  The  fields  entitled.  To  sign,  or 
are  white  ana  the  workers  aje  sign.  I  am  not  sure  th, 
few.  1  think  it's  time  for  the  the  difference  betwe 
sons  and  daughters  and  his  definition  of  "creed"  g 
possessing  servants,  men  and  women,  to  the  editorial  and  w 
step  forward  and  prophesy.  being  required  of  oi 
Annelle  Caldwell  Taylor  sionaries. 

Grenada  What  is  the  dif 


UNITY  IN  CHRIST 


Lou  Ann  Lee 
Pascagoula 


CLEAR  GIFT 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


ions 


Unsigned  loners  will  not  he  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters*  (to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  rqfkxt  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


‘No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  perirxl. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE  60  certs  per  word,  minimum  of  ten  words;  maximum  of  fifty  words.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name, 

address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED. 


HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO  Custom  MONTE  VISTA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  PARADISE  LANES  -  Mississippi’s  only 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair  Maryville,  TN  is  seeking  a  full-time  smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
-  Columbus/Jackson  -  (877)  477-1899.  Minister  of  Youth  and  Young  Adults.  Center.  Call  about  lock-in,  group  rates, 
PEARL  RIVER  GLASS  STUDIO,  INC.,  We  are  affiliated  with  CBF and  SBC.  fund  raisers,  and  leagues.  Located  at 
(800)  771-3639;  www.prgs.com.  New  Send  resumes  and  recommendations  to  820  Cooper  Road,  |ai  kson,  MS 
stained  glass  church  windows,  repair  Monte  Vista  Baptist  Church,  1735  Old  (601  >372-7700 

and  restoration,  baptistery  murals.  Niles  Ferry  Road,  Maryville,  TN  37803.  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
ATTENTION  MINISTERS  and  self  NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication,  Repair, 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health  INC.  -  Old  bibles  reFxrund,  also  church  Call  1-800-368-2705  or  Fax  illustrations 
insurance  call  (662)  568-3482.  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  informa-  to  (601  )48  1-7958. 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free  lion  call  (662)453-7424  or  fax  us  at  FOR  SALE  -  Men  s  suits  (XXL)  Excellent 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  (662)455-4743.  Located  at  107  North  condition.  Biblical  books.  Call 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7.  Stone  Ave.  Greenwood,  MS  38930.  (601  >249-0165  -  McComb,  MS. 

SEEKING  FT  MINISTER  OF  STU-  RIVER  BEND  BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  WWW.. GULFSHORECONDOS.COM 
DENTS  (children  &  youth).  Send  Monroe  Association  is  l<x>king  for  a  -  4  night  weekday  special  $240.00  -  2 
resumes  to  Search  Committee,  First  used  church  van.  If  you  know  of  one  night  weekend  special  $140.00. 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  373,  call  (662)  369-3003.  Efficiency  unit  sleeps  4.  Good  through 

Glennwood,  AR  71943.  VACATION  IN  THE  SMOKIES  atop  May  24. 

GROUPS  FOR  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  Bear  Mountain,  minutes  from  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


When  in  the'  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dent  e  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


have  known. 

I  keep  asking  myself, 
"How  many  lines  do  they 
cross  before  I've  had 
enough?"  -  ,  ;  _ 


I  wish  the  leadership  of  the 
SBC  would  just  admit  that 
they  are  using  the  BFM  as  a 
creed  and  then  let  each  per¬ 
son  decide,  "to  sign,  or  not  to 
sign." 

Chuck  Strong 
Senatobia 


call  (479)253-8418. 

EQUIPMENT  SOLUTIONS-DESIGN 


The  Baptist  Record 


Family  Bible  Study 

Promise  of  restoration 


Amos  8:1-9:15 


By  Sandra  Gunn 


Are  there  more  ominous 
words  than  "the  end  has  come"? 
Amos  has  been  preaching  doom 
and  condemnation  on  tne  peo¬ 
ple  of  Israel  for  some  time,  and 
now  God  tells  him  to  tell  the 
people  that  the  time  is  now;  the 
end  has  come. 

The  basket  of  summer  fruit 
(Amos  8:2)  seemed  to  mean  the 
ffrial  harvest  of  the  summer  — 
the  end  of  the  crop,  the  end  of 
the  agricultural  year  —  and 
prophetically,  the  end  of  Israel. 

The  sin  of  the  nation  would 
culminate  in  a  final  harvest 
from  which  the  nation  would 
"never  rise  up  again"  (v.  14).  It 
was  a  time  of  darkness  and  sor¬ 
row,  and  seemingly  no  occasion 
for  hope. 

Verses  11  and  12  paint  the 
worst  picture.  There  was  to 


come  the  famine 
above  all  famines;  a 
famine  of  hearing  the 
Word  of  the  Lord! 

This  famine  is  not  due  to  a 
lack  of  messengers,  but  to  the 
total  indifference  of  men  and 
women  to  the  living  Word  of 
the  living  God.  This  is  certainly 
a  description  of  our  world 
today. 

In  that  day,  they  despised  the 
Word  of  the  Lord,  and  nad  even 
attempted  to  silence  his 
prophets.  However,  Amos 
prophesied  that  there  would 
come  a  time  when  they  would 
run  from  one  end  of  the  land  to 
the  other  seeking  a  word  from 
the  Lord! 

They  are  ready  to  listen  now, 
if  only  he  would  speak.  His 
words  are  heard  no  more  in 
Israel.  This  is  the  price  of  contin¬ 
ued  disobedience  and  rejection. 


God  had  chosen  Israel 
so  that  I  thev  might 
choose  him.  By  casting 
him  off,  as  their  Lord 
and  God,  they  cast  them¬ 
selves  off  and  out  of 
God's  protection. 

The  fifth  vision  in 
chapter  nine  came  to 
Amos,  not  as  a  symbolic 
r  object  to  be  interpreted, 

,un!  but  an  event  he  wit¬ 
nessed  as  a  bystander.  God, 
standing  by  the  altar  of  the  sanc¬ 
tuary,  gave  the  command  to 
destroy  the  building  completely, 
with  no  one  escaping.  Tnere  is 
no  escaping  God's  judgement. 

Israel  had  always  felt  that 
God  had  some  special  concern 
for  her  that  he  did  not  have  for 
others.  They  were  a  special,  cho¬ 
sen  people,  but  because  of  who 


island  because  of  their  con¬ 
tinued  disobedience,  they  would 
not  be  spared  his  judgement. 

In  verses  seven  ana  eight,  God 
is  telling  them  that  he  brought  up 
the  "Philistines  from  Caphtor 
and  the  Syrians  from  Kir". 

Here  God  was  speaking  of 
their  traditional  enemies!  What 
a  shock  it  must  have  been  to  be 


placed  in  the  same  category 
with  these  other  nations.  Israel 
could  no  longer  feel  any  sense  of 
superiority.  Israel  was  just  like 
any  other  nation.  God's  judge¬ 
ments  indiscriminate. 

Could  we  catch  a  glimpse  of 
hope  in  verse  eight?  The  Lord 
declares  that  he  will  not  totally 
destroy  the  house  of  Jacob!  Is  it 
possible  that  "the  end"  is  not  the 
end  after  all? 

The  judgement  of  God  is 
always  tempered  by  mercy.  Oh, 
how  we  praise  him  for  that! 
Judgement  can  be  viewed  in 
two  ways:  the  positive  side,  in 
which  the  emphasis  wHT  be 
placed  on  the  correcting  and 
chastening  of  judgement,  or  the 
negative  side,  in  which  judge¬ 
ment  is  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  punish  the  guilty. 

God's  judgement  is  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  man  to  his 
senses.  God's  Wratn  is  always 
under  control,  and  used  so  that 
man  will  conform  to  the  will 
and  purpose  of  God.  He  who 
destroys  will  also  save.  /n 

The  conclusion  of  the  book  of 
Amos  is  a  glorious  picture  of  the 
age  to  come.  The  repairing  and 


rebuilding  of  David's  house  sym¬ 
bolized  the  process  of  restoration 
by  which  Israel  would  live  again. 

It  would  be  characterized  by 
the  elimination  of  famine  and 
want.  The  poverty  and  need  of 
the  past  would  be  no  more.  Cities 
would  be  rebuilt;  vineyards 
would  be  replanted;  gardens 
would  be  fruitful  and  productive. 

God  promises  here  that  they 
would  'mot  again  be  rooted  out 
from  their  land,"  which  he  had 
given  them. 

Though  the  prophet  Amos 
did  not  preach  of  a  Messiah  to 
come,  he  did  describe  the  condi¬ 
tions  that  would  be  realized  in 
the  Messianic  Age.  It  seems  God 
was  preparing  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  people  for  the  One 
who  was  to  come. 

God's  message  through  the 
herdsman  from  Tekoa  is  for  our 
day  as  Well.  God  is  still  sover¬ 
eign,  and  he  demands  righteous¬ 
ness  in  every  area  of  personal 
and  corporate  life.  Social  justice 
is  not  an  option.  God  continues 
to  use  Amos'  message  to  call 
men  back  to  righteous  living. 

Gunn  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Biloxi. 

*  * 

_ *»♦  *• _ 


Explp^e  the  Bible 

Practice  holy  living 

Ephesians  4:17-32 


By  Robin  Brumfield _ 

This  lesson  is  taken  from 
Ephesians  4:17-32.  It  is  about 
Cnristians  living  as  believers 
and  not  as  unbelievers.  It  also 
gives  some  specific  examples  of 
what  Christian  living  means. 

The  emphasis  is  on  practic¬ 
ing  righteousness  and  holy  liv¬ 
ing.  The  lesson  challenges 
believers  to  practice  righteous 
and  holy  living.  Believers  are  to 
practice  righteous  and  holy  liv¬ 
ing,  that  is  characteristic  of 
Christians  and  this  type  of  liv¬ 
ing  differentiates  Delievers 
from  unbelievers. 

Believers  tend  to  struggle 
with  this  truth.  Believers  tend 
to  live  in  ways  that  please 
themselves.  For  some,  this 
results  ,in  their  being  violent  or 
immoral.  For  others,  it  results 
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in  them  being  indif¬ 
ferent  to  others.  They 
do  not  hurt  or  violate 
others  in  overt  ways, 
but  they  are  still  living  only  for 
themselves.  They  have  not 
learned  what  being  a  servant  of 
Christ  is  all  about. 

Believers  must  decide  that 
they  will  not  live  their  lives 
according  to  their  desires,  but 
will  obediently  follow  God's 
Word  no  matter  how  difficult  it 
may  be  for  them. 

People  fail  to  take  into 
account  God's  will  and  other 
people's  rights.  God's  people 
are  to  differentiate  themselves 
from  unholy  living  through 
righteous  and  holy  living. 

This  passage  is  broken  into 
three  sections.  The  first  section 
deals  with  forsaking  old  stan¬ 
dards  (vv.  17-19). 


Notice  the  emphasis 
in  these  verses  —  the 
dramatic  contrast 
between  living  as  a 
Christian  and  living  as  a 
Gentile  or  unbeliever. 

Paul  characterized 
pagan  living  as  hard¬ 
hearted,  insensitive, 
and  immoral.  He 
stressed  the  fact  that  if 
anyone,  believer  or 
unbeliever,  refuses  to  heed  the 
prompting  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
then  they  will  become  callous 
and  will  not  be  able  to  heed  to 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

This  is  tne  reason  that  some 
believers  can  no  longer  tell 
when  the  Holy  Spirit  is  talk¬ 
ing  to  them.  A  person  does 
not  become  callous  overnight. 
It  occurs  over  a  period  of  time 
and  is  the  result  of  failing  to 
heed  to  the  prompting  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  time  and  time 
again. 

Each  time  it  is  a  little  harder 
to  hear  the  Holy  Spirit,  until 
finally  all  communication  with 
God  through  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
ended.  Christians  must  abstain 


from  living  in  any  way(s)  that 
would  characterize  them  as 
unbelievers. 

The  second  section  is  to 
embrace  Christ's  standard  (vv. 
20-24).  Notice  that  in  verse  20 
the  phrase  "come  to  know 
Christ"  ("learned  Christ,"  KJV) 
refers  not  to  the  readers'  con¬ 
version  experiences  but  to  their 
religious  training  following 
conversion. 

This  is  made  clear  by  both 
the  KJV  translation  and  "were 
^taught"  in  verse  21  and  verse 
22.  The  word  "surely"  in  verse 
21  and  "if  so  be  that'' in  the  KJV 
translates  a  term  that  in  this 
context  more  accurately  is 
translated  "If  it  is  true,  and  it  is 
true." 

Paul  used  the  analogy  of 
replacing  an  old  (and  out  of 
date)  garment  with  a  new  outfit 
in  calling  for  Christians  to 
replace  pagan  living  with  holy 
and  righteous  living. 

Notice  that  Christians  are  to 
"put  off  your  old  self."  This 
means  that  believers  are  no 
longer  to  live  by  satisfying  the 
desires  of  the  flesh.  They  are  to 


replace  the  "old  self"  by  putting 
"on  the  new  self."  This  means 
that  -the  believer  is  to  study  the 
Bible  and  live  each  and  every 
moment  of  the  day  by  doing 
what  Christ  would  do  in  that 
situation.  Thus,  applying  this  to 
our  daily  living  as  Christians, 
believers  are  to  live  in  ways  that 
are  holy  and  righteous. 

The  third  section  is  to  make 
corrections  (vv.  25-32).  Note 
that  this  passage  follows  a 
pattern  of  identifying  behav¬ 
ior  to  be  avoided  ana  the  cor¬ 
rective  .behavior  that  is  holy 
and  righteous. 

Read  over  these  verses  veiy 
slowly  and  think  about  what  is 
being  said.  Paul  identified  spe¬ 
cific  behaviors  that  Christians 
are  to  avoid  and  contrasted 
them  with  behaviors  Christians 
are  to  use  to  differentiate  them¬ 
selves  from  unbelievers. 

The  application  seems 
obvious,  but  I  will  state  it 
anyway:  Christians  are  to  live 
in  ways  that  are  efferent 
from  unbelievers. 

Brumfield  is  interim  pastor  of 
Goodioater  Church,  Forest. 


news 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
MWFBBBHWM  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 

™ ping.  News  items  and/or  photograpns 
^  can  be  published  one  time  only. 

•  ^ Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 

week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  p 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  accompanied  by 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  stamped  envelope, 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  Submit  news  and 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch  Baptist  Record,  P.O. 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  ‘ 


no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 
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Legislative  Update 


By  Jimmy  Porter 


. _ _The  legislative  session  for 

2002  has  concluded,  with  the 
exception  of  the  pos- 
sibihtv  of  a  special 
called  session  tol'A- 
work  on  Medicaid.  Ky'  ’ 

In  the  words  of  sev- Pj* 
era  I  of  the  legislators, 

"This  has  been  per-  ^ 

haps  the  most  diffi- 
i  ult  session  in  recent  Efc/SiP 


n  danger,  where  the  HB  263  -  Doubles  the 
pregnancy  is  the  penalties  for  those  who  manu- 
result  of  rape  or  facture  crystal  methampheta- 
incest,  or  V^nen  a  mine  when  children  are  pre- 
fetal  malformation  sent, 
is  incompatible 

with  the  baby  SB  2409  -  Protects  the  confi- 
being  born  alive,  dentiaiity  of  domestic  shelter 
■Even  though  this  locations-  Senate  bills  2460 
bill  does  not  go  as  and  2534  also  provide  more 
far  as  some  might  appropriate  ways  in  dealing 
like,  it  is  a  positive  with  domestic  violence  and 
step  in  the  right  child  custody.  Many  of  the 
direction.  current  laws  are  strengthened 

in  these  bills. 

Porter  SB  2848 

Revises  the  blood  Every  year  there  are  a  nurti- 
alcohol  content  level  from  .10  ber  of  bills  introduced  that  are 
to  .08  and  stipulates  that  not  in  line  with  the  moral 
penalties  for  violations  shall  standards  that  most 
not  be  suspended  or  reduced  Mississippians  possess, 
by  the  courts.  This  will  Thankfully,  there  are  commit- 
reduce  the  number  of  deaths  tee  chairpersons  who  have  the 
on  Mississippi  highways.  courage  to  prevent  these  bills 

from  coming  out  of  their 

SB  2890  -  Gives  authority  to  respective  committee.  Hk 

Alcoholic  Beverage  Control  Therefore,  they  die  in  commit- 
agents  to  enforce  light  wine  tee.  The  following  are  sam-  HE 
and  beer  laws.  It  does  not  pies  of  some  of  these  bills:  fgjj 

take  away  authority  from 

local  officials  but  does  give  SB  2166  -  Would  have  Sjl 
another  agency  the  power  to  authorized  the  sale  of  light 
enforce  such  laws.  wine  and  beer  at  qualified 

resort  areas  (gated  residential 

SB  2501  -  Creates  a  distinctive  SB  2416  -  Prohibits  bingo  subdivisions)  in  counties  that  due 

"Choose  Life"  motor  vehicle  operations  during  church  have  already  voted  to  prohibit  nea 
license  plate  with  a  portion  of  the  hours  if  located  near  the  such  sales  within  its  behind-  sun 
fee  charged  designated  to  help  church.  "Near  the  church"  aries.  eve: 

support  crisis  pregnancy  centers  means  £  distance  of  1,500  feet.  nati 

throughout  the  state.  It  you  are  *  HB  241  -  Would  have  given  stat 

interested  in  purchasing  one  of  SB  2042  -  Prohibits  the  dis-  permission  to  the  public  uni-  1 

these  plates,  call  (601)  956-8636  semination  of  indecent  mate-  versities  and  colleges  to  teach  oth< 
and  aslc  for  Pat  Cartrette.  rials  online  to  minors  for  the  gaming  courses.  erm 


_ session  in  recent 

memory."  Tft£  rev¬ 
enue  snortage  along 
with  spiraling 

expenses  created  a 
very  tense  atmos¬ 
phere  in  which  to 
work. 

Nevertheless,  the  Christian 
community  does  have  reason 
to  rejoice  due  to  some  bills  that 
passed  and  some  bills  that  died 
in  committee.  At  the  same  time 
there  were  some  good  bills  that 
did  not  survive  tne  committee 

Erocess.  Following  is  a  list  of 
ills  that  have  already  been 
signed  by  the  governor  and 
will  soon  become  law.  The 
Christian  Action  Commission 
believes  many  of  these  bills 
will  be  helpful  in  promoting 
the  ideals  of  the  Christian  faith 
throughout  Mississippi: 


Association*!. 
Leadership  Training 

Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
May  14 

10  a.m.  -  3  p.in. 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
MBCB  Church  Ministries  Division 
(601)  292-3310 

toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  310 
E-mail:  satkinson@mbcb.org 


Family  Bible  Study 

Promise  of  restoration 


Amos  8:1-9:15 


By  Sandra  Gunn 


Are  there  more  ominous 
words  than  "the  end  has  come"? 
Amos  has  been  preaching  doom 
and  condemnation  on  tne  peo¬ 
ple  of  Israel  for  some  time,  and 
now  God  tells  him  to  tell  the 
people  that  the  time  is  now;  the 
end  has  come. 

The  basket  of  summer  fruit 
(Amos  8:2)  seemed  to  mean  the 
flhal  harvest  of  the  summer  — 
the  end  of  the  crop,  the  end  of 
the  agricultural  year  —  and 
prophetically,  the  end  of  Israel. 

The  sin  of  the  nation  would 
culminate  in  a  final  harvest 
from  which  the  nation  would 
"never  rise  up  again"  (v.  14).  It 
was  a  time  of  darkness  and  sor¬ 
row,  and  seemingly  no  occasion 
for  hope. 

Verses  11  and  12  paint  the 
worst  picture.  There  was  to 


Gunn 


come  the  famine 
above  all  famines;  a 
famine  of  hearing  the 
Word  of  the  Lord! 

This  famine  is  not  due  to  a 
lack  of  messengers,  but  to  the 
total  indifference  of  men  and 
women  to  the  living  Word  of 
the  living  God.  This  is  certainly 
a  description  of  our  world 
today. 

In  that  day,  they  despised  the 
Word  of  the  Lord,  and  had  even 
attempted  to  silence  his 
prophets.  However,  Amos 
prophesied  that  there  would 
come  a  time  when  they  would 
run  from  one  end  of  the  land  to 
the  other  seeking  a  word  from 
the  Lord! 

They  are  ready  to  listen  now, 
if  only  he  would  speak.  His 
words  are  heard  no  more  in 
Israel.  This  is  the  price  of  contin¬ 
ued  disobedience  and  rejection. 


God  had  chosen  Israel 
so  that  they  might 
choose  him.  By  casting 
him  off,  as  their  Lord 
and  God,  they  cast  them¬ 
selves  off  and  out  of 
God's  protection. 

The  fifth  vision  in 
chapter  nine  came  to 
Amos,  not  as  a  symbolic 
object  to  be  interpreted, 
but  an  event  he  wit¬ 


nessed  as  a  bystander.  God, 
standing  by  the  altar  of  the  sanc¬ 
tuary,  gave  the  command  to 
destroy  the  building  completely, 
with  no  one  escaping.  Tnere  is 
no  escaping  God's  judgement. 

Israel  had  always  felt  that 
God  had  some  speaal  concern 
for  her  that  he  did  not  have  for 
others.  They  were  a  special,  cho¬ 
sen  people,  but  because  of  who 
God  is,  and  because  of  their  con¬ 
tinued  disobedience,  they  would 
not  be  spared  his  judgement. 

In  verses  seven  ana  eight,  God 
is  telling  them  that  he  brought  up 
the  "Philistines  from  Caphtor 
and  the  Syrians  from  Kir". 

Here  God  was  speaking  of 
their  traditional  enemies!  What 
a  shock  it  must  have  been  to  be 


placed  in  the  same  category 
with  these  other  nations.  Israel 
could  no  longer  feel  any  sense  of 
superiority.  Israel  was  just  like 
any  other  nation.  God's  judge¬ 
ment  is  indiscriminate. 

Could  we  catch  a  glimpse  of 
hope  in  verse  eight?  The  Lord 
declares  that  he  will  not  totally 
destroy  the  house  of  Jacob!  Is  it 
possible  that  "the  end"  is  not  the 
end  after  all? 

The  judgement  of  God  is 
always  tempered  by  mercy.  Oh, 
how  we  praise  him  for  that! 
Judgement  can  be  viewed  in 
two  ways:  the  positive  side,  in 
which  the  emphasis  will  be 
placed  on  the  correcting  and 
chastening  of  judgement,  or  the 
negative  side,  in  which  judge¬ 
ment  is  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  punish  the  guilty. 

Gods  judgement  is  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  man  to  his 
senses.  God's  wratn  is  always 
under  control,  and  used  sq  that 
man  will  conform  to  the  will 
and  purpose  of  God.  He  who 
destroys  will  also  save. 

The  conclusion  of  the  book  of 
Amos  is  a  glorious  picture  of  the 
age  to  come.  The  repairing  and 


rebuilding  of  David's  house  sym¬ 
bolized  die  process  of  restoration 
by  which  Israel  would  live  again. 

It  would  be  characterized  by 
the  elimination  of  famine  and 
want.  The  poverty  and  need  of 
the  past  would  be  no  more.  Cities 
would  be  rebuilt;  vineyards 
would  be  replanted;  gardens 
would  be  fruitml  and  productive. 

God  promises  here  that  they 
would  not  again  be  rooted  out 
from  their  land,"  which  he  had 
given  them. 

Though  the  prophet  Amos 
did  not  preach  of  a  Messiah  to 
come,  he  did  describe  the  condi¬ 
tions  that  would  be  realized  in 
the  Messianic  Age.  It  seems  God 
was  preparing  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  people  for  the  One 
who  was  to  come. 

God's  message  through  the 
herdsman  from  Tekoa  is  tor  our 
day  as  well.  God  is  still  sover¬ 
eign,  and  he  demands  righteous¬ 
ness  in  every  area  of  personal 
and  corporate  life.  Social  justice 
is  not  an  option.  God  continues 
to  use  Amos'  message  to  call 
men  back  to  righteous  living. 

Gunn  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Biloxi. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Practice  holy  living 

Ephesians  4:17-32 


I" 


By  Robin  Brumfield _ 

This  lesson  is  taken  from 
Ephesians  4:17-32.  It  is  about 
Christians  living  as  believers 
and  not  as  unbelievers.  It  also 
gives  some  specific  examples  of 
what  Christian  living  means. 

The  emphasis  is  on  practic¬ 
ing  righteousness  and  holy  liv¬ 
ing.  The  lesson  challenges 
believers  to  practice  righteous 
and  holy  living.  Believers  are  to 
practice  righteous  and  holy  liv¬ 
ing,  that  is  characteristic  of 
Christians  and  this  type  of  liv¬ 
ing  differentiates  believers 
from  unbelievers. 

Believers  tend  to  struggle 
with  this  truth.  Believers  tend 
to  live  in  ways  that  please 
themselves.  For  some,  this 
results  in  their  being  violent  or 
immoral.  For  others,  it  results 
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in  them  being  indif¬ 
ferent  to  others.  They 
do  not  hurt  or  violate 
others  in  overt  ways, 
but  they  are  still  living  only  for 
themselves.  They  have  not 
learned  what  being  a  servant  of 
Christ  is  all  about. 

Believers  must  decide  that 
they  will  not  live  their  lives 
according  to  their  desires,  but 
will  obediently  follow  God's 
Word  no  matter  how  difficult  it 
may  be  for  them. 

People  fail  to  take  into 
account  God's  will  and  other 
people's  rights.  God's  people 
are  to  differentiate  themselves 
from  unholy  living  through 
righteous  ana  holy  living. 

This  passage  is  broken  into 
three  sections.  The  first  section 
deals  with  forsaking  old  stan¬ 
dards  (vv.  17-19). 
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Notice  the  emphasis 
in  these  verses  —  the 
dramatic  contrast 
between  living  as  a 
Christian  and  living  as  a 
Gentile  or  unbeliever. 

Paul  characterized 
pagan  living  as  hard¬ 
hearted,  insensitive, 
and  immoral.  He 
stressed  the  fact  that  if 
anyone,  believer  or 
unbeliever,  refuses  to  heed  the 
prompting  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
then  they  will  become  cahous 
and  will  not  be  able  to  heed  to 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

This  is  tne  reason  that  some 
believers  can  no  longer  tell 
when  the  Holy  Spirit  is  talk¬ 
ing  to  them.  A  person  does 
not  become  callous  overnight. 
It  occurs  over  a  period  of  time 
and  is  the  result  of  failing  to 
heed  to  the  prompting  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  time  and  time 
again. 

Each  time  it  is  a  little  harder 
to  hear  the  Holy  Spirit,  until 
finally  all  communication  with 
God  through  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
ended.  Christians  must  abstain 


from  living  in  any  way(s)  that 
would  characterize  them  as 
unbelievers. 

The  second  section  is  to 
embrace  Christ's  standard  (w. 
20-24).  Notice  that  in  verse  20 
the  phrase  "come  to  know 
Christ"  ("learned  Christ,"  KJV) 
refers  not  to  the  readers'  con¬ 
version  experiences  but  to  their 
religious  training  following 
conversion. 

This  is  made  clear  by  both 
the  KJV  translation  and  "were 
taught"  in  verse  21  and  verse 
22.  The  word  "surely"  in  verse 
21  and  "if  so  be  that''  in  the  KJV 
translates  a  term  that  in  this 
context  more  accurately  is 
translated  "If  it  is  true,  and  it  is 
true." 

Paul  used  the  analogy  of 
replacing  an  old  (and  out  of 
date)  garment  with  a  new  outfit 
in  calling  for  Christians  to 
replace  pagan  living  with  holy 
and  righteous  living. 

Notice  that  Christians  are  to 
"put  off  your  old  self."  This 
means  that  believers  are  no 
longer  to  live  by  satisfying  the 
desires  of  the  flesh.  They  are  to 


replace  the  "old  self"  by  putting 
"on  the  new  self."  This  means 
that -the  believer  is  to  study  the 
Bible  and  live  each  and  every 
moment  of  the  day  by  doing 
what  Christ  woula  do  in  that 
situation.  Thus,  applying  this  to 
our  daily  living  as  Christians, 
believers  are  to  uve  in  ways  that 
are  holy  and  righteous. 

The  third  section  is  to  make 
corrections  (vv.  25-32).  Note 
that  this  passage  follows  a 
pattern  of  identifying  behav- 
lorf  to  be  avoided  ana  the  cor¬ 
rective  behavior  that  is  holy 
and  righteous. 

Read  over  these  verses  veiy 
slowly  and  think  about  what  is 
being  said.  Paul  identified  spe¬ 
cific  behaviors  that  Christians 
are  to  avoid  and  contrasted 
them  with  behaviors  Christians 
are  to  use  to  differentiate  them¬ 
selves  from  unbelievers. 

The  application  seems 
obvious,  but  I  will  state  it 
anyway:  Christians  are  to  live 
in  ways  that  are  different 
from  unbelievers. 

Brumfield  tS  interim  pastor  of 
Goodwater  Church,  Forest. 
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By  Jimmy  Porter  HB  1480  -  Prohibits  the  use 

of  tax  dollars  to  provide  abor- 
The  legislative  session  for  tions  except  when  the  moth- 
2002  has  concluded,  with  the  er  s  life  is  in  danger,  where  the 
exception  of  the  dos-  pregnancy  is  the 

result  of  rape  or 
incest,  or  wnen  a 
fetal  malformation 
is  incompatible 
with  the  baby 
being  born  alive. 
Even  though  this 
bill  does  not  go  as 
far  as  some  might 
like,  it  is  a  positive 
step  in  the  right 
direction. 


Legislative  Update 


exception  of  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  a  special 
called  session  to 
work  on  Medicaid. 

In  the  words  of  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  legislators, 

"This  has  been  per¬ 
haps  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  session  in  recent 
memory."  The  rev¬ 
enue  shortage  along 
with  spiraling 

expenses  created  a 
very  tense  atmos¬ 
phere  in  which  to  P< 

work. 

Nevertheless,  the  Christian 
community  does  have  reason 
to  rejoice  aue  to  some  bills  that 
passed  and  some  bills  that  died 
in  committee.  At  the  same  time 
there  were  some  good  bills  that 
did  not  survive  the  committee 
process.  Following  is  a  list  of 
bills  that  have  already  been 
signed  by  the  governor  and 
will  soon  become  law.  The 
Christian  Action  Commission 
believes  many  of  these  bills 
will  be  helpful  in  promoting 
the  ideals  of  the  Christian  faith 
throughout  Mississippi: 

SB  2501  -  Creates  a  distinctive 
"Choose  Life"  motor  vehicle 
license  plate  with  a  portion  of  the 
fee  charged  designated  to  help 
support  crisis  pregnancy  centers 
throughout  the  state.  It  you  are 
interested  in  purchasing  one  of 
these  plates,  call  (601)  956-8636 
and  ask  for  Pat  Cartrette. 


Porter 


rter  SB  2848 

Revises  the  blood 
alcohol  content  level  from  .10 
to  .08  and  stipulates  that 
penalties  for  violations  shall 
not  be  suspended  or  reduced 
by  the  courts.  This  will 
reduce  the  number  of  deaths 
on  Mississippi  highways. 

SB  2890  -  Gives  authority  to 
Alcoholic  Beverage  Control 
agents  to  enforce  light  wine 
and  beer  laws.  It  does  not 
take  away  authority  from 
local  officials  but  does  give 
another  agency  the  power  to 
enforce  such  laws. 

SB  2416  -  Prohibits  bingo 
operations  during  church 
hours  if  located  near  the 
church.  "Near  the  church" 
means  a  distance  of  1,500  feet. 

SB  2042  -  Prohibits  the  dis¬ 
semination  of  indecent  mate¬ 
rials  online  to  minors  for  the 
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purpose  of  enticing  them  to 
engage  in  sexual  acts. 

HB  263  -  Doubles  the 
penalties  for  those  who  manu¬ 
facture  crystal  methampheta- 
mine  when  children  are  pre- 


SB  2409  -  Protects  the  confi¬ 
dentiality  of  domestic  shelter 
locations.  Senate  bills  2460 
and  2534  also  provide  more 
appropriate  ways  in  dealing 
with  domestic  violence  and 
child  custody.  Many  of  the 
current  laws  are  strengthened 
in  these  bills. 

Every  year  there  are  a  num¬ 
ber  of  bills  introduced  that  are 
not  in  line  with  the  moral 
standards  that  most 
Mississippians  possess. 
Thankfully,  there  are  commit¬ 
tee  chairpersons  who  have  the 
courage  to  prevent  these  bills 
from  coming  out  of  their 
respective  committee. 

Therefore,  they  die  in  commit¬ 
tee.  The  following  are  sam¬ 
ples  of  some  of  these  bills: 

SB  2166  -  Would  have 
authorized  the  sale  of  light 
wine  and  beer  at  qualified 
resort  areas  (gated  residential 
subdivisions)  in  counties  that 
have  already  voted  to  prohibit 
such  sales  within  its  bcftind- 


HB  241  -  Would  have  given 
permission  to  the  public  uni¬ 
versities  and  colleges  to  teach 
gaming  courses. 

HB  1171  -  Was  a  bill  to 
allow  brew  pubs  to  provide 
complimentary  beverages  to 
certain  persons  and  to 
increase  the  alcohol  content  in 
beer  and  wine  from  4%  to  5°o. 
The  governor  vetoed  this  bill 
and  the  legislature  allowed 
the  governor's  veto  to  stand. 

As  you  view  the  number 
and  the  nature  of  the  bills 
introduced  at  the  beginning  of 
each  session  and  then  see  the 
end  result  of  the  legislators' 
w’ork,  it  is  quite  amazing.  No 
system  of  government  is  per¬ 
fect,  but  I  will  vote  for  democ¬ 
racy  every  time. 

Many  of  the  bills  passed 
each  year  correct,  define,  or 
strengthen  bills  that  have 
already  become  law. 
Thousands  of  bills  are  intro¬ 


Mississippi  State  Capitol,  Jackson 


duced  each  January  that  cover 
nearly  every  subject  under  the 
sun.  This  year  Mississippi 
even  passed  a  bill  that  desig¬ 
nated  the  Teddy  Bear  as  our 
state  toy. 

If  vou  are  interested  in 
other  bills  signed  by  the  gov¬ 
ernor,  vou  can  find  them  at 
www.bill  status. Is. state. ms. us. 
Also  you  are  free  to  consult 
with  your  local  senator  and 
representative  about  any  bill 
of  particular  interest. 

Many  thanks  to  Governor 
Ronnie  Musgrove,  Lieutenant 
Governor  Amy  Tuck,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House 
Representatives  Tim  Ford  for 
their  leadership  this  past  ses¬ 
sion.  Without  their  support 
and  persuasion,  some  of  tnese 
bills  would  not  have  been 
possible. 

There  are  a  number  of  sena¬ 
tors  and  representatives  who 
worked  diligently  to  get  these 
two  pro-life  bills  passed. 
They  '  carried  the  ball  for  us," 
and  they  are  very  special  peo¬ 
ple.  If  vou  want  to  Know  who 
they  are,  call  and  we  will  pro¬ 
vide  you  their  names  so  you 
can  thank  them  personally. 


We  are  blessed  in 
Mississippi  to  have  govern¬ 
ment  officials  and  leaders 
who  try  to  provide  an  envi¬ 
ronment  that  is  conducive  to 
our  happiness  and  well-being. 
Lee  Yancev  and  I  have  met 
and  made  friends  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fine  Christian  men  and 
women  these  past  three 
months  at  the  Capitol.  Join  us 
in  continuing  to  pray  for  them 
each  day  or  as  often  as  you 
think  of  them. 


Il  miii  are  interested 
in  rer  ei\ ing 

(  hrislian  \ttion  updates 
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NEIGHBORLY  VISIT 


An  unidentified  MissionsFEST  vol 


unteer  (right)  stops  to  chat  and  pray  with  a  woman  at 
her  home  in  Durant  during  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  project 
April  7-13. 


A  PASTOR'S  HEART 
-  Robert  Brown,  pastor 
of  Grace  Community 
Church  in  Tchula, 
gives  a  "thumbs  up" 
to  the  activities  dur¬ 
ing  the  block  party 


LORD,  BLESS  THIS  HOOSE  —  Prayerwalkers 
pause  before  a  home  in  Durant  to  pray  for  its 
occupants  and  their  needs  during 
MissionFEST  April 


LOVING  RESTORATION  —  The  home  of  elderly  sisters  Sarah  and  Avery  Lee  Williams  is  just  one  of  many  construction  and  weatherizing  projects  undertaken  in  Tchula 
during  MissionsFEST,  April  7-13.  The  home  was  in  severe  disrepair  before  MissionsFEST  volunteers  took  on  the  task  of  making  it  livable.  ^  photos  by  Tony  Martin 


